
Commander’s
Corner

Friends and Legionnaires,

The Adjutant and I attended the De-
partment convention in Puerto Penas-
co last month; the meetings were productive and informa-
tive. We were impressed with how much they’ve improved 
their facility and increased their membership. Kudos Com-
mander Mike La Barge! The next department convention 
will be in Antigua, Guatemala June 12, 13, 14. The National 
convention this year is in Reno Nevada, August 18-24. I en-
courage anyone interested to attend. You meet other Legion 
members from around the world and learn what happens on 
a national level. 

The National Vice-Commander, Paul Espinoza, is visit-
ing our Post this month from April 6-10. He is holding 
a presentation on the April 7 at 1 p.m. Plan to attend — he 
will be sharing some good information for us and all veter-
ans. Please invite any and all veterans so they can benefit 
from this presentation too. 

WE ARE MAKING 
A BIG PUSH FOR 
MEMBERSHIP. 

We instated a five-year program, and I’ve amended my 
Commander’s Challenge to make two renewals equal 
one new member (also see Adjutant’s Notes on Page 7 
for details). It is important that we all work as a team to 
ask past members to renew and eligible veterans to join. We 
need to reach goal before our June meeting, when we start 
renewals for 2018.  

We are raffling off our 42” 
TV in the smoking area for 
only $50 pesos a ticket. We 
will be using the proceeds to 
buy a larger TV. If we can make 
enough money, we would like 
to make improvements to the 
sound system too. We use the system for holiday events, an-
nouncements, sports activities such as the Super Bowl and 
horse races, music and more. Buy raffle tickets and help us 
elevate your legion experience. For more information see 
our advertisement in this issue of the Roll Call in the cen-
terfold section.
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Input for American Legion events that you would like 
to see in the Roll Call must go through Vince Britton 
by the 12th of the month preceding the event (vincebrit-
ton12@gmail.com). Vince needs your information in order 
to schedule and organize the many Post duties he is in charge 
of. Vince will then pass your information on for inclusion in 
the Roll Call. He is the Events Coordinator — please do not 
forget to get your information to him as early as you can. 

Thank you,
Tim Stern, Commander
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(The information in this article was taken from 
Internet sources and by Dan Williams)

Korean War:
The Battle of Chosin Reservoir

Supported by a UN resolution, President Harry S. Truman 
directed the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff to authorize pursuit 
of the retreating North Korean forces, and on October 9 
the Eighth Army crossed the 38th parallel near Kaesong. 
American and South Korean forces entered the North Ko-
rean capital of Pyongyang on October 19. Far East Air 
Force (FEAF) B-29s and B-26s continued to bomb surface 
transport lines and military targets in North Korea, while B-
26s, F-51s, and F-80s provided close air support to ground 
troops. FEAF also furnished photographic reconnaissance, 
airlift, and air for medical evacuation. For example, on Oc-
tober 20 the air force’s troop carriers delivered 2,860 para-
troopers and more than 301 tons of equipment and supplies 
to drop zones near Sukchon and Sunchon, 30 miles north-
east of Pyongyang. 

The airborne troops by-passed strong defenses established 
by the North Koreans, and taken by surprise, the enemy 
troops abandoned their positions to retreat further north-
ward. Meantime, on the east coast of Korea, the ROK 

forces crossed the 38th parallel on October 1, and ten days 
later captured Wonsan. On October 26 South Korean forces 
reached the Yalu River at Chosin, 120 miles north of Pyong-
yang.

The Battle of Chosin Reservoir, also known as the Chosin 
Reservoir Campaign (the Chosin Reservoir is a man-made 
lake located in the NE of the Korean peninsula) ,was a deci-
sive battle in the Korean War. Shortly after the People’s Re-
public of China entered the conflict, the People’s Volunteer 
Army (9th Army) infiltrated the northeastern part of North 
Korea. On 27 November, the Chinese 9th Army surprised 
the US X Corps commanded by Major General Oliver P. 
Smith.
 
On 27 November, the Chinese 9th Army surprised the US 
X Corps commanded by Major General Edward Almond at 
the Chosin Reservoir area. A brutal 17-day battle in freezing 
weather soon followed. In the period between November 27 
and December13, 1950, 30,000 United Nations troops (later 
nicknamed The Chosin Few) under the field command of Ma-
jor General Oliver P. Smith, were encircled and attacked by 
approximately 120,000 Chinese troops under the command 
of Song Shi-Lun, who had been ordered by Mao Zedong to 
destroy the UN forces. The 3rd Division, positioned near 
Hungnam with X Corps, was sent inland to open the road and 
protect the withdrawal of the Army and Marine Corps units. 
On Dec. 11, X Corps completed its move to Hungnam, and 
American and ROK Army forces began their evacuation to 
Pusan the same day. Tenth Corps, which became part of (8th 
US Army) EUSA, completed the evacuation Christmas Eve. 



-3-

(Continued from Previous Page: Military History)
During the fighting withdrawal the UN Forces were able 
to inflict crippling losses on the Chinese forces. But the 
Chinese Communist Forces (CCF) attacks and successive 
withdrawals had weakened EUSA, and General Walker’s 
accidental death on December 23, was another dispiriting 
blow. Lieutenant General Matthew B. Ridgway, who arrived 
from Washington, D.C., on December 26, took command of 
EUSA. Despite Ridgway’s hurried efforts to brace the de-
fensive line across the peninsula, he and his men could not 
contain the CCF’s New Year’s offensive. Seoul fell in early 
January 1951. Ridgway pulled EUSA’s entire front below 
the 38th parallel. 

When the CCF Offensive faltered in Mid-January, Ridgway 
was ready to resume the offensive and adopted a strategy 
to inflict maximum casualties on the enemy with minimum 
losses to his troops. Ridgway proposed a war of maneuver, 
slashing the enemy as it withdrew and fighting delaying 
actions when the enemy attacked. Land gains became less 
important that damaging the CCF/NKPA (North Korean 
People’s Army) and keeping the enemy off balance.

Ridgway’s offensive began on January 25, advancing slowly 
and methodically, ridge by ridge, phase line by phase line, 
wiping out each pocket of resistance before moving farther 
north. Operations Thunderbolt, Killer, Ripper and Rugged 
carried the U.N. forces forward. EUSA liberated Seoul in 
mid-March and neared the 38th parallel. For the next month, 
EUSA cautiously probed north of the parallel, expanding the 
front first to phase Line Kansas,10 miles above the 38TH, 
and then to the Iron Triangle, an enemy logistical area north 
of Line Kansas. Ridgway’s ground strategy proved apt for 
the new, more limited objectives that American and U.N. 
officials adopted of clearing the CCF/NKPA from South 
Korea and opening negotiations with the enemy. Because 
of differences regarding war strategy and goals, Truman re-
lieved MacArthur as United Nations Forces commander on 
April 11, and replaced him with Ridgway. 

On April 14, Lieutenant General James A. Van Fleet suc-
ceeded Ridgway as head of EUSA. Eight days after Van 
Fleet assumed command, the enemy began its spring offen-
sive. The major CCF and NKPA attack directed at Seoul. 
The I Corps contained the enemy’s advance. EUSA halted 
the attack on May 20, after the enemy had penetrated 30 
miles. Seeking to preclude another enemy attack, Van Fleet 
ordered EUSA forward. By the end of May, EUSA had pro-
gressed to a position just short of Line Kansas, having virtu-
ally cleared the area of enemy troops. Van Fleet moved next 
to reach Line Wyoming, which would give EUSA control 
of the lower portion of the Iron Triangle. When the Soviet 
Union’s delegate to the United Nations proposed a cease-fire 
in Korea on June 23, EUSA occupied “Line KANSAS” and 

the Wyoming Bulge, ground suitable for a strong defense. 

The Static War
As the fighting lapsed into patrolling and small local clashes, 
armistice negotiations began on July 10, 1951, at Kaesong. 
The opposing delegations agreed that hostilities would con-
tinue until an armistice was signed. Except for brief epi-
sodes, action along the front for the next two years never 
regained the momentum of the first year. On November 17, 
the two delegations agreed that a line of demarcation during 
the armistice would be the existing line of contact provided 
an agreement was reached in 30 days. 

On November 12, Ridgway ordered Van Fleet to cease of-
fensive operations. Fighting tapered off to patrol clashes, 
raids and small battles for possession of outposts in no-
man’s land. The battlefield stalemate was periodically in-
terrupted by artillery duels, ambushes, raids and costly 
small-scale hill battles such as Old Baldy. The battlefield 
lull enabled the Army to return the 1st Cavalry and 24th 
Infantry Divisions to Japan and to replace them with the 
40th and 45th Infantry Divisions, two of the eight Army Na-
tional Guard divisions that were mobilized during the war. 
A new United Nations Forces commander, General Mark 
W. Clark, replaced Ridgway in May 1952, and Lieutenant 
General Maxwell D. Taylor replaced Van Fleet as EUSA 
commander in February 1953.

As armistice negotiations entered their final and decisive 
phase in May, the enemy stepped up combat action. CCF 
forces launched Regimental attacks against EUSA out-
posts in the west.  In July, the enemy sought to wrest more 
ground from the (UN Coalition) UNC by driving a wedge 
eight miles deep into EUSA’s central sector. Taylor quickly 
contained the enemy and counterattacked, but with a armi-
stice agreement imminent, EUSA halted its attack on July 
20 short of the original line. Finally, on July 27, 1953, the 
Armistice was sighed and all fighting stopped.

After 37 months of combat, total UNC casualties reached 
more than 550,000, including 95,000 dead. American losses 
included 33,686 killed and 103,284 wounded. U.S. Army 
casualties along totaled 27, 728 dead and 77,596 wounded. 
The bulk of these casualties occurred during the first year 
of fighting. The estimate of enemy casualties, including 
prisoners, exceeded 1,500,000 of whom 900,000 were Chi-
nese.

The Army deployed eight divisions to Korea-the 1st Cav-
alry Division; the 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 24th, 25th, 40th and 45th 
Infantry Divisions; and the 5th, 29th and 187th RCT’s (Reg-
imental Combat Team). U.S. Army personnel received 78 of 
the 131 Medals of Honor awarded to military members who 
served in Korea. 
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Heavens to Murgatroyd!
Would you believe the email spell 
checker did not recognize the word 
murgatroyd?

The other day a not so elderly lady 
said something to her son about 
driving a jalopy and he looked at 
her quizzically and said “What 
the heck is a jalopy?” OMG (new) 
phrase!  He never heard of the 
word jalopy!!  She knew she was 
old but not that old.

Well, I hope you are hunky dory after you read this and 
chuckle. About a month ago, I illuminated some old expres-
sions that have become obsolete because of the inexorable 
march of technology.  These phrases included: don’t touch 
that dial, carbon copy, you sound like a broken record and 
hung out to dry.

Back in the olden days we had a lot of moxie. We’d put on 
our best bib and tucker to straighten up and fly right. We 
were in like Flynn and living the life of Riley, and even a 
regular guy couldn’t accuse us of being a knucklehead, a 
nincompoop or a pill.  Not for all the tea in China!

Heavens to Betsy! Back in the olden days, life used to be 
swell, but when’s the last time anything was swell? Swell 
has gone the way of beehives, pageboys and the D.A.; of 
spats, knickers, fedoras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes and 
pedal pushers.

Gee whillikers! Poof go the words of our youth, the words 
we’ve left behind. We blink, and they’re gone. Where have 
all those phrases gone?

Jumping Jehoshaphat! We wake up from what surely has 
been just a short nap, and before we can say, “Well I’ll be a 
monkey’s uncle” or “This is a fine kettle of fish” we discov-
er that the words we grew up with, the words that seemed 
omnipresent as oxygen, have vanished with scarcely a no-
tice from our tongues and our pens and our keyboards. Holy 
moley!

Well, Fiddlesticks! It turns out there are more of these lost 
words and expressions than Carter has little liver pills.

This can be disturbing stuff ! We of a certain age have been 
blessed to live in changeable times. For a child each new 
word is like a shiny toy, a toy that has no age. We at the 

other end of the chronological arc have the advantage of re-
membering there are words that once did not exist and there 
were words that once strutted their hour upon the earthly 
stage and now are heard no more, except in our collective 
memory. It’s one of the greatest advantages of aging.

See ya later, alligator!
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President – Anita Wikum
1st Vice – Sharon Munns
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   Cindy Thompson, 

   Sharon Munns   

Cancer Victim Creates
Oncological Shampoo

Who better to create a product for cancer patients who have 
undergone chemotherapy than a cancer survivor? That’s 
what a young cancer victim from Tamaulipas has done in 
creating an oncological shampoo that promotes hair growth 
in chemotherapy patients.

Perla del Rocío 
González Saavedra, 
21, was diagnosed 
with leukemia four 
years ago as she 
was concluding her 
preparatory school 
studies. “I had a 
very bad time in 
chemotherapy during the initial stages of my ailment. My 
jaw was dislocated, I lost 10 kilograms . . . and my hair 
started to fall out,” remembered the nutrition and food sci-
ences undergraduate.

At the time her physicians recommended she stop using 
toiletries containing chemicals, such as most body lotions, 
shampoos and soaps. “I started looking for natural things 
that could help me for the duration of my treatment, but 
what I found was either really expensive or only available in 
other countries. It was then I decided to do more research,” 
said González.

“My mother and I found several medicinal plants and we 
mixed them to create a shampoo. I was the first patient to 
test the resulting product, as I had grown tired of wigs and 
had resorted to using turbans,” she recalled.

Among the ingredients used in the homemade product are 
rosemary, aloe vera and dragon’s blood resin, along with 
a cleansing agent. After finding first-hand that the product 
worked, González started sharing it with other chemother-
apy patients. “Hair loss is always a shocking experience, 
even if you’re not a chemotherapy patient. It really affected 
us as teenagers.”

Those who had witnessed the positive effects of the sham-
poo encouraged González to take it to several product in-
novation contests, which she consistently won, moving up 
from the local to the national level, in the end gaining a 
patent for her product.

It is now being sold under the brand name Zoet in tribute to 
a five-year-old cancer patient González had known. “Zoet 
means sweet in Dutch. She was my friend, a very cheerful 

and positive girl. She always wore princess costumes and 
wanted to be a famous model when she grew up,” recalled 
González.

But Zoet died shortly after González won her first prize with 
the shampoo. It was then she decided to name the product in 
her memory. “She won’t get to be a great model, but she’ll 
have her own brand,” said González.

An entrepreneur now, González wants to put her product 
within reach of every cancer patient. For the time being, she 
sells a budding line of oncological products on her www.
facebook.com/zoet.oncologico/.
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A Solider’s Kind Act

I was in Atlanta, Georgia attending a conference. While I 
was in the airport, returning home, I heard several people 
behind me begin to clap and cheer. I immediately turned 
around and witnessed one of the greatest acts of patriotism I 
have ever seen. Moving through the terminal was a group of 
soldiers in their camos. As they began heading to their gate, 
everyone abruptly rose to their feet with their hands wav-
ing and cheering. When I saw the 30 or 40 soldiers being 
applauded and cheered for, it hit me. I’m not alone. I’m not 
the only red-blooded American who still loves this coun-
try and supports our troops and their families. Of course I 
immediately stopped and began clapping for these young 
unsung heroes who are putting their lives on the line every 
day for us so we can go to school, work and home without 
fear of reprisal.

Just when I thought I could not be more proud of my coun-
try or of our service men and women, a young girl, not more 
than 6 or 7 years old, ran up to one of the male soldiers. 
He kneeled down 
and said, “Hi”. 
The little girl 
then asked him 
if he would give 
something to her 
daddy for her. 
The young sol-
dier, who didn’t 
look any older 
than 22, said he 
would try and asked what she wanted to give to her daddy. 
Then suddenly the little girl grabbed the neck of this soldier, 
gave him the biggest hug she could muster, and then kissed 
him on the cheek.

The mother of the little girl, who said her daughter’s name 
was Courtney, told the young soldier that her husband was a 
Marine and had been in Iraq for 11 months now. As the mom 
was explaining how much her daughter Courtney missed 
her father, the young soldier began to tear up. When this 
temporarily single mom was done explaining her situation, 
all of the soldiers huddled together for a brief second. Then 
one of the other servicemen pulled out a military-looking 
walkie-talkie. They started playing with the device and talk-
ing back and forth on it.

After about 10-15 seconds of this, the young soldier walked 
back over to Courtney, bent down and said, “I spoke to your 
daddy and he told me to give this to you.” He then hugged 
this little girl that he had just met and gave her a kiss on the 
cheek. He finished by saying, “Your daddy told me to tell 
you that he loves you more than anything, and he is coming 

home very soon.”

The mom at this point was crying almost uncontrollably 
and as the young soldier stood to his feet, he saluted Court-
ney and her mom. I was standing no more than 6 feet away 
from this entire event. As the soldiers began to leave, head-
ing towards their gate, people resumed their applause. As I 
stood there applauding and looked around, there were very 
few dry eyes, including my own. That young soldier, in one 
last act of selflessness, turned around and blew a kiss to 
Courtney with a tear rolling down his cheek.

Every day, we need to remember all of our soldiers and their 
families, and be thankful for them and their sacrifices.
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   Adjutant Notes

Our new five-year membership pro-
gram: Pay for four years at the normal 
yearly rate of $40 USD/year, and the 
post will pay for your 5th year. When 
you enroll, we would collect your $160 
USD for the four years — if the dues 
increase during that time, your 5th year 
is still paid by the Legion. 

We haven’t raised our dues for about 15 years. When na-
tional increased their dues last year, and even though the 
post has to pay them out of each member’s dues at a loss to 
the post, we did not increase the dues for our Post. But most 
likely, we will be increasing our dues perhaps in June 2017 
or in 2018. 

To enroll stop in the Legion and see the Post Duty Officer 
or Adjutant. It will be done like any other new member or 
renewal except using the “five-year program” you can’t do 
it online. You can enroll without being here, but you need 
to mail the money to the post to enroll (because this is done 
at the post level) again, you can’t do it online. However, we 
are in the process of getting PayPal setup on the Post web-
site and you will be able to make payment there. I will then 
mail you your special five-year membership card.

American Legion Challenge 
Coins: The next five mem-
bers to renew or join our post 
will receive an American Le-
gion challenge coin from the 
Post Adjutant. 

COMMANDER’S CHAL-
LENGE: Drinks are on 
the Commander — a free 

drink for each new American Legion member you sign 
up OR one free meal at the Legion for signing up three 
new American Legion members, OR one free Legion 
event ticket for five new American Legion members 
OR the Commander will pay for your 2017 member-
ship when you’ve signed up seven new American Legion 
members —two renewals equal one new member but 
only until the June meeting. Anyone and everyone is eli-
gible! Legion, Auxiliary, Sons, Social and friends of the 
Legion but, to be clear, only for New American Legion 
members for our American Legion Post 7. 

Thank you,

Vince Britton, Adjutant

Oops!
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Science Nourishes the
Mind & the Soul

By Brian Greene
One day when I was 
about 11, walking 
back to Public School 
87 in Manhattan after 
our class visit to the 
Hayden Planetari-
um, I became over-
whelmed by a feeling 
I’d never had before. 
I was gripped by a 
hollow, pit-in-the-stomach sense that my life might not mat-
ter. I’d learned that our world is a rocky planet, orbiting one 
star among the 100 billion others in our galaxy, which is but 
one of hundreds of billions of galaxies scattered throughout 
the universe. Science had made me feel small.

In the years since, my view of science and the role it can 
play in society and the world has changed dramatically.

While we are small, my decades of immersion in science 
convince me this is cause for celebration. From our lonely 
corner of the cosmos we have used ingenuity and determi-
nation to touch the very limits of outer and inner space. We 
have figured out fundamental laws of physics — laws that 
govern how stars shine and light travels, laws that dictate 
how time elapses and space expands, laws that allow us to 
peer back to the briefest moment after the universe began.

None of these scientific achievements have told us why 
we’re here or given us the answer to life’s meaning — ques-
tions science may never address. But just as our experience 
playing baseball is enormously richer if we know the rules 
of the game, the better we understand the universe’s rules 
— the laws of physics — the more deeply we can appreciate 
our lives within it.

I believe this because I’ve seen it.

I’ve seen children’s eyes light up when I tell them about 
black holes and the big bang. I’ve received letters from 
young soldiers in Iraq telling me how reading popular ac-
counts of relativity and quantum physics has provided them 
hope that there is something larger, something universal that 
binds us together.

Which is why I am distressed when I meet students who 
approach science and math with drudgery. I know it doesn’t 
have to be that way. But when science is presented as a 
collection of facts that need to memorized, when math is 
taught as a series of abstract calculations without revealing 
its power to unravel the mysteries of the universe, it can all 
seem pointless and boring.

Even more troubling, I’ve encountered students who’ve 
been told they don’t have the capacity to grasp math and 
science.

These are lost opportunities.

I believe we owe our young an education that captures the 
exhilarating drama of science.

I believe the process of going from confusion to understand-
ing is a precious, even emotional, experience that can be the 
foundation of self-confidence. I believe that through its ra-
tional evaluation of truth and indifference to personal belief, 
science transcends religious and political divisions and so 
does bind us into a greater, more resilient whole.

I believe that the wonder of discovery can lift the spirit like 
Brahms’ Third Symphony.

I believe that the breathtaking ideas of science can nourish 
not only the mind but also the soul.

Brian Greene teaches physics and mathematics at Co-
lumbia University. He is a proponent of string theory, 
which attempts to unify all the forces of nature into a 
single framework. He authored The Fabric of the Cos-
mos and The Elegant Universe.
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Free Online Spanish Courses
You’re in Mexico now and 
as a courtesy to your adopt-
ed country, you might want 
to learn at least a few basic 
phrases and words that will 
help make living here much 
more enjoyable. Mexicans 
love that you “try” to speak 
their language, and they are 
all teachers — eager to help you with pronouciation or find-
ing the right word.

Here are a few sights you might consider for free Spanish 
lessons:

www.shortcuttospanish.com
Shows you how a simple change to your approach to Span-
ish will open up the language for you.

www.duolingo.com (recommended)
Bite-sized Spanish lessons are fun, easy, and 100% free

www.spanishpod101.com
Podcasts offer a painless and FREE way to bone up on the 
language

I would like to thank everyone for the great teamwork on 
the Valentine’s Day event at the Legion. Sussy Britton

Adriana Shern
Cyndi Thomson
Sharon Ottman
Sharon Munns

Thank you,

Gina

The $15 Porsche
A 15-year-old came home with a Porsche and his parents 
began to yell and scream, “Where did you get that car?” He 
calmly told them, “I bought it today.”

“With what money!?” demanded his parents. “We know 
what a Porsche costs.” “Well,” said the boy, “this one cost 
me $15 USD.” The parents began to yell even louder. “Who 
would sell a car like that for $15!?” they asked.

“It was the lady up the street,” said the boy. “Don’t know 
her name — they just moved in. She saw me ride past on my 
bike and asked me if I wanted to buy a Porsche for $15.

“Oh my goodness!” moaned the mother, “she must be a 
child abuser. Who knows what she will do next? John, you 
go right up there and see what’s going on.”;

So the boy’s father walked up the street to the house where 
the lady lived and found her out in the yard calmly plant-
ing flowers. He introduced himself as the father of the boy 
to whom she has sold a Porsche for $15 and demanded to 
know why she did it.

“Well,” she said, “this morning I got a phone call from 
my husband. I 
thought he was 
on a business trip, 
but I learned from 
a friend he has 
run off to Hawaii 
with his secretary and really doesn’t intend to come back. 
He claimed he was stranded and asked me to sell his new 
Porsche and send him the money. So I did.”
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Sweet Spot: A Novel About
Mazatlan Carnival, Dirty Politics, 

and Baseball
by Linton Robinson

The back cover of Sweet Spot tells us that author “Linton 
Robinson was a journalist in Mazatlán and other Mexico 
cities for years. And played a little ball in his time.” His pro-
tagonist and narrator — Raymundo Carrasco — likewise 
was a journalist in Mexico for years. And played a little ball 
in his time, including for the big boys up north.

Sweet Spot is set during seven spectacular days of Carnival 
in Mazatlán, the second largest Carnival in the world. A lot 
happens during those seven days, including scandal, mur-
der, amoral politics, drug lords searching for our protagonist 
Mundo, and bed time with a desirable  young revolutionary, 
the amoral Mijares.

Yes, Mundo Carassco had played baseball for the majors, 
but he longed for Mexico and Mazatlán more than money 
and a potentially big career. Mazatlán was his home and 
Mundo loved playing for the home leagues. At Carnival 
time, Mundo has left his job as a popular local (largely  po-
litical) columnist and is working in the Public Information 
Office at City Hall, defending the newly elected non-PRI 
mayor, Varedas, a stupid and violent man who has just been 
accused of beating his wife — a woman loved by the mass-
es. Mundo took the job at City Hall because he wanted to be 
close to his passion, She of the Perfect Flesh, Mijares, head 
of the Public Information Office.

On the other hand, Mundo loves his late afternoons and his 
little (very little) luxuries in his ocean-view apartment. It is 
his lady love, light of his loins, Mijares, his supervisor, who 
must cover for their boss, the brutal mayor, in the aftermath 
of punching out his wife, worshipped by the masses, Blan-
quita. On Mazatlán television Mijares masterfully re-directs 
attention from the scandal to herself, and soon she has the 
public “eating out of her cleavage”: 

She shimmered with media cool, like a slab of dry ice on a 
hot sidewalk. Every color of her outfit—apparently stored in 
her desk or car with ‘Break Out In Case of Emergency’ sten-
ciled on it—was perfect for pickup, as if dyed to match TV 
phosphors. Her makeup was a little too much for live view-
ing, but on camera turned her into the Goddess of Truth and 
Innocence. I even noticed a dark streak between her already 
pronounced breasts, giving them an even more emphatic 

enunciation. Dangling, stripy ear-
rings framed her eyes in a paren-
thesis of moiré buzz. She sizzled 
liked a blank white screen, was as 
bottomless as dark glass.  She had 
their number, but good.

Each chapter begins with a fitting 
excerpt from one of Mundo’s earli-
er columns or articles. The chapter 
I just quoted from begins, for ex-
ample, with this piece about free-
dom of the press: 

What you don’t hear as much, though it may be more impor-
tant, is that democracy also requires a press that is intel-
ligent, professional, and open. Governments don‘t have to 
work very hard to censor a press incapable of uncovering 
facts or presenting them properly.
“The New, Improved Corruption” by Mundo Carrasco
 Proceso,May 1999

Mundo’s chief advisor is his father, “very obviously Tara-
huamara tribal stock”. He usually drops in on him at the 
athletic club after work:

He doesn’t get old, doesn’t erode, just gets sort of burnished. 
The Indian facial bones move up underneath the skin, his 
hair gets glossier, his eyes get more bottomless. I suppose 
a lot of people study their parents for clues to where they 
came from…or more important, where they’re going to end 
up.

His father had seen Mijares on television that morning, and 
he worries that Mundo is obsessed with her. His advice to 
his son: “Think about prayer, conejo. And condoms.”

Playing for the majors had given Mundo “the best seat at 
the full banquet of life,” but even then he was already writ-
ing, fascinated by politics, sports, sex: “I sold articles on 
the politics of the Caribbean Series and the impressions of 
a young Mexican hitting the major leaguers, which ran in 
Sports Illustrated, who wouldn’t have bought a cup of cof-
fee from me if I hadn’t been a jock.” He knew in his heart 
what he really wanted was to return to Mazatlán, be a jour-
nalist, and play some ball:

I was scouted a bit for the majors but was homesick for 
Mexico and showing another trait that turned out to be life-
long, a lack of big league vision. So I signed with the Maza-
tlán Venados. Small-timer syndrome you might say. But you 
know, I didn’t want to play in Fresno or Durham, I’d wanted 
to play for the Venados  since I was a kid sitting in their 

(Continued on Next Page)
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bleacher section with my dad. I didn’t dream of hitting in 
Candlestick or Fenway or The Bronx, I always fantasized 
playing here in Venados Stadium.

For Mundo, “Being a big fish in a small pond suits me just 
fine.” That small pond could be dangerous, though, filled 
with hungry sharks who were hunting him down as he pur-
sued a murder investigation. At one point he defends him-
self against real bullets with only his Louisville Slugger.

Even though he had been a reporter, Mundo in many ways is 
apolitical (perhaps what all reporters should be), observing 
more than committing as he moves through the complicated 
and dangerous world of Mazatlán politics and national poli-
tics, often offering intriguing and unexpected  insights. In 
2000 the PRI lost their seven-decades hold on the national 
Presidency, losing to PAN and their Coca-Cola candidate, 
Vicente Fox. 

The PAN party is very conservative, very Catholic: “Be-
fore Fox, people said that the highest official of the PAN 
was the Virgin of Guadalupe.”  Mundo believes that PAN 
is: the only party that doesn’t try to act like they care about 
the People, the Poor and the Helpless. They are unabash-
edly conservative and Catholic. All these leftist revolution-
ary parties posture and preen while the poor get poorer, 
acting out adolescent rebellion while quietly manipulating 
their scams — and here’s one party that wants to be Mom, 
wants to make us be responsible and go to church and clean 
up our rooms. 

In a dormitory of  leftist students, Mundo peers into “filthy 
communal bathrooms, chill out nooks plastered with lay-
ers of music and political posters . . . You could peel them 
off and trace some sort of history of superficial political 
thought. The constants would be Che and Jim Morrison.”
And the “Zapatista types”? 

Actually both of them were cold-blooded political manipu-
lations by entrenched leftist groups, power plays that blood-
ed everybody involved except the rich men and pampered 
kids who instigated them. 

Sweet Spot overflows with baseball, politics, sex, and even 
love. Mundo’s obsession (obsession is the curse of the ro-
mantic) is, of course, the scorching Mijares.

When Mijares pats his lower thigh under the table, it has 
“the same effect as plugging it into a wall socket.”

But in those moments when Mundo is not obsessed with 
Mijares, or fleeing for his life, he is able to make thoughtful 
comments about the U.S. and Mexico. He thinks that the 

American press makes too much of what, after all,  is life in 
all its corruption in both America and Mexico: 

In the American movies there’s a formula, some dark se-
cret or shocking revelation . . . buried so deep it takes two 
hours and a car chase to figure it out.” “But in Mexico, what 
would that dark secret be? Drugs? Racketeering? What’s the 
big secret? Especially in Sinaloa, the major marijuana and 
heroin producing area in the hemisphere. A Sinaloa politi-
cian not being involved with drugs would be like a Texas 
politician not involved with oil or cattle. Americans play 
shocked and virginal over this, even though it was the U.S. 
that originally started opiate cultivation in Sinaloa and pro-
vides the market and laws that support the industry.

Our hero lives in the real Mexico, and he loves it just the 
way it is, as well as its traditions: “I like old Mexican songs 
the same way I like coffee. Dark, creamy, overly sweet, 
served by pretty women, spiked with fine tequila.”

Sweet Spot is incredible. Linton Robinson should be cata-
pulted to the top of the pile of contemporary authors. Why 
didn’t this novel win the National Book Award or the Pulit-
zer Prize? 

I’ve read a lot of novels in the first 10 years of this new 
century, and I must say that Sweet Spot is one of the three or 
four I like the best. And what have I left out? Oh yes, “based 
on a true story”.

[This review first appeared on the on-line magazine Mexico 
Connect (www.mexconnect.com) and is printed here with 
their permission.]
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A Triumphant Trip
By Harriet Hart

Five friends, four of them serious shoppers, three levels, 
two hours and one emporium, add up to female bonding at 
its finest. In a lifetime of shopping memories, which include 
Dayton’s Department Store in Minneapolis, Saks Fifth Av-
enue in New York City, Selfridge’s in London and Creed’s 
in Toronto, El Triunfo in Guadalajara stands apart. It’s not a 
stately store with a pedigree, or a monument to fashion from 
a bygone era, it’s a modern square glass structure crammed 
with items other establishments couldn’t sell. Everything, 
large or small, is reduced in price . . . discards, one and all.

We left lakeside at 9:30 a.m. to get an early start. Our driver, 
Pancho, was courteous, oblig-
ing, and patient, unlike a hus-
band who, if he’s anything like 
mine, has driven past this place 
a dozen times, always saying: 
“There’s nothing in there we 
need.” Pancho was happy to 
take us to the Galeria Triunfo 
in Providencia, maneuvering 
morning traffic like a pro. Once 
at our destination, Pancho acted 
as translator with sales staff for 
those of us who needed help, carried our heavier purchases, 
and packed them in the vehicle. After lunch he drove us 
home, cheerfully stopping three times for bathroom breaks. 
Our hostess had thoughtfully provided an ice chest full of 
bottled water knowing shopping is thirsty business, and a 
bag of granola bars in case our blood sugar levels dipped 
dangerously low.

No one was looking for a specific item. It’s not that kind of 
store; rather, it’s the kind that specializes in things you don’t 
know you need until you see them, like a replica of the giant 
hot air balloon in the Oscar winning 1956 film Around the 
World in Eight Days.

A Galeria Triunfo (there are 29 scattered across Mexico) is 
a treasure trove for shoppers from all religions and walks 
of life. For the spiritual shopper, appropriately displayed on 
the highest level of the store, are religious items. If you are a 
follower of the Buddha, he’s there meditating, reclining, sit-
ting cross-legged and even sleeping. Nearby, for the Hindu 
shopper there is Shiva, Lord of the Dance and Ganesh, the 
elephant headed god who overcomes obstacles and grants 
prosperity. Christianity is also well represented by angels 
and virgins and the holy family. 

If you own a restaurant, you’ve got several choices for décor, 

corpulent chefs holding wine bottles and menus for a French 
bistro or a seven foot tall Venus de Milo for Italian cuisine. 
If you run a bakery, there are display racks for cupcakes, 
ceramic cake and pie containers, and cookie jars. You know 
the buccaneers and maidens in front of the seafood restau-
rants on the lakeshore near San Juan Cosalá? They’re here. 
Did you ever wonder where the plastic Holstein cow in front 
of the Chapala pet food store originated? You guessed it. 
For cinema or bar owners there’s Elvis playing Blue Suede 
Shoes; behind him Marilyn Monroe is fighting to keep her 
skirt down. 

For gardeners there are spades and forks, plus decorative 
watering cans and buckets. For the cooks in the crowd, there 
are fondue pots and plates to serve oysters. Decorators, pro-
fessional or not, will find chandeliers, wall art, bar stools, 

cushions and a row of toilet seats I 
guarantee you have never seen be-
fore. If you are a new resident who 
left your possessions behind, this is 
the place to restock your kitchen. El 
Triunfo sells glasses, teapots, coffee 
mugs, dish sets, serving pieces and 
cutlery. And don’t get me started on 
the chargers to place under the dishes 
— metal ones, glass ones, red ones, 
and green ones. 

My companions resisted my feeble attempt to organize them 
(“If we get separated let’s meet at the cash register at noon”) 
and hit the deck running, filling their baskets with napkin 
rings, soup bowls, pretty padded hangers, a cornucopia of 
treats. My personal trophy was an Art Nouveau parasol fea-
turing a painting by Czech artist Alphonse Mucha. Similar 
umbrellas are sold by the Metropolitan Museum of Art for 
$45 USD. I paid $7. 

After such intense treasure hunting we were parched and 
famished and cel-
ebrated with lunch 
at a charming coffee 
shop across the street. 
In retrospect, it was 
the perfect day trip: 
we shopped, talked, 
laughed, ate and drank 
and got to know one 
another better, our indi-
vidual interests, tastes 
and spending habits. 
Will we do it again? Of 
course we will. That’s 
one El Triunfo down 
and 28 to go.
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700 Runners Compete in
Annual Marathon

The latest edition of the Caballo Blanco Ultra Marathon 
drew 700 participants from 10 countries and eight Mexican 
states to run amidst the breathtaking scenery of the Urique 
Canyon in the Rarámuri Sierra on March 4. Founded in 
2003, the marathon celebrates the long-distance running 
ability and endurance of the Rarámuri, or Tarahumara, 
people of northern Mexico.

On Sunday 
m o r n i n g 
the run-
ners began 
their 80-
k i lomete r 
race from 
downtown 
Urique, fol-
lowing a 
precipitous path through the nearby canyons. The lowest 
point of the route is just 545 meters above sea level, while 
the highest soars to 1,800 meters.

The competition is named after its founder and benefactor 
Micah True, an American long-distance runner nicknamed 
Caballo Blanco, or White Horse. 

In 1993 True met some of the Rarámuri runners of Chihua-
hua and began spending his winters running in the Copper 
Canyon area of the state, where he built a cabin and began 
establishing a relationship with the people of the sierra. In 
2003, he decided to organize a race whose purpose would 
be to help the Rarámuri preserve their culture and running 
heritage.

The first Copper Canyon Ultra Marathon was held on March 
23, 2003, becoming an annual tradition. In 2006, True in-
vited ultrarunners from the U.S. to compete with the Tara-
humara, garnering international attention. Three years later, 
True was featured in Christopher McDougall’s bestselling 
book Born to Run.

By March 2012, the event had become the region’s larg-
est, attracting hundreds of participants. In addition to prize 
money for the top 10 finishers, the event awarded corn seed 
vouchers to all runners who completed the course.

Later that month, True died in the New Mexico wilderness 
after going for a run, following which the Copper Canyon 
Ultra Marathon was renamed to remember and honor its 
founder.

The main event was preceded by a race for children and teen-
agers aged six to 16 that served as an opening ceremony for 
the annual event. Titled the race of Los Caballitos, or little 
horses, just over 1,000 participants from nearby towns en-
tered the 16 competitions and categories designed for them.

Organ Grinders Are a
Longstanding Tradition

As the sprawling metropolis of Mexico City continues to 
lead the country in terms of modernization and change, a 
small guild of street workers maintains a tradition that has 
seen comparatively little change in more than a century.

They are the 
organ grind-
ers, about 250 
men clad in 
their tradi-
tional beige 
uniforms and 
a black kepi 
— a cap with 
a flat circular 
top and a peak 
or visor — who walk the downtown streets of Mexico City, 
earning an average of $200 pesos, or US $10, a day.

The organ grinders arrived in Mexico in the late 1800s from 
Europe; 130 years later they are still a common sight on 
the streets of the capital. They originally played European 
waltzes, but their repertoire shifted to the tunes of the time 
during the Mexican Revolution. Songs like Adelita and 
Cielito Lindo became commonplace, along with other pop-
ular numbers such as Cuatro Milpas, El Charrasqueado, 
Gema, and Volver, Volver.

The organ grinders’ uniforms themselves date back to the 
Revolution war. It is said that an organ grinder accompanied 
revolutionary general Pancho Villa’s troops, known as Los 
Dorados de Villa. The organ player wore the same uniform 
as the soldiers and years after the fight was over the organ 
grinders’ union decided to copy the uniform and preserve 
the memory.

Today, some have opted for wearing elegant dress suits. 
(Continued on Next Page)
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“We do not dismiss change, as long as it benefits the trade,” 
said Víctor Maya, 31, an organ grinder for 17 years. Maya is 
one of those who have opted to carry the 40-kilogram organ 
on a small cart instead of carrying it on their backs. “Only 
a few of us use the cart but it allows us to work differently. 
Before, I couldn’t work on all of Avenida Reforma, as the 
organ is very heavy and the effort wasn’t worth it. With the 
cart, I can walk back and forth, and even if I don’t earn 
that much, at least I’m not tiring myself,” said Maya, who 
can now visit markets, tianguis or just street crossings. “You 
lose the tradition if you use the cart,” said Pedro Chávez.

Members of a legally recognized occupation since the 1950s, 
organ grinders want to be included in the upcoming discus-
sion on the city’s new constitution, looking for a renewal of 
their legal status as street workers, along with benefits such 
as uniforms and an organ repair shop.

In Mexico, Corruption is a
Tourist Attraction

One might say that a new tourist attraction in Mexico City 
is fitting for a country that has dropped 28 places on an in-
ternational corruption index.

The attraction is the Corruptour, a concept that first surfaced 
in Monterrey, Nuevo León, in 2014. The latest iteration is a 
modified 1998 school bus donated by an American school 
that will tour the country’s capital, taking its 27 passengers 
past 10 of the most emblematic buildings and sites of al-
leged corruption in recent Mexican history.

The first stop is Mexi-
co’s own white house. 
The “Casa Blanca” is an 
86-million-peso house 
owned by former actress 
and first lady of the na-
tion, Angélica Rivera. 
It gained worldwide in-
famy in 2014, in one of the first corruption scandals of the 
administration of President Enrique Peña Nieto. The presi-
dent himself apologized to the nation two years later for the 
scandal, although no wrongdoing has ever been proved.

The next stop is the Estela de Luz, a 1.3-billion-peso monu-
ment in Mexico City built to commemorate the bicentenary 
of Mexico’s independence from Spanish rule. The monu-
ment was delivered more than one year after the bicentennial 
celebrations, and cost 197% more than its original budget.

Next up, is the headquarters of the Mexican Institute of 
Social Security, known as IMSS, and widely regarded as 
an example of deficient public services. Despite being fi-
nanced by millions of pesos in workers’ contributions, the 
institute has lost millions in the purchase of drugs. In 2012, 
the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD) declared that the institution could save 36% 
of its expenses if corruption were to be addressed.

The fourth stop is a building located at 222 Paseo de la Re-
forma, the headquarters of the Spanish construction firm 
OHL, a prominent government contractor in the construc-
tion and operation of highways. OHL executives and offi-
cials of the State of México government were embroiled in 
a corruption scandal less than two years ago.

On the corner of the streets of Reforma and Bucareli lies 
an unofficial “anti-monument” honoring the 43 students 
from Ayotzinapa and the fifth stop on the tour. The students 
disappeared in a mass kidnapping in Iguala, Guerrero, on 
September 26, 2014. The case remains open and has be-
come one of the most blatant occurrences in recent memory 
of collusion between government officials and organized 
crime.

Following Bucareli street the Corruptour arrives at its sixth 
attraction, the headquarters of the Interior Secretariat, de-
scribed by the tour guides as the “more political than gov-
ernmental” operations center of Secretary Miguel Ángel 
Osorio Chong, who has been identified as a presidential 
hopeful for the 2018 election.

Stop seven is the Balderas station of the city’s subway sys-
tem, a reminder of the flawed Line 12, a result of alleged 
embezzlement during former mayor Marcelo Ebrard’s ad-
ministration. The Corruptour then continues to the head-
quarters of the city’s Attorney General’s office, chosen by 
tour organizers for its inaction during a highly publicized 
series of videotaped scandals involving city officials dur-
ing the administration of Andrés Manuel López Obrador, 
another 2018 presidential hopeful.

The second to last stop is the building housing the offices 
of television network Televisa, singled out for its perceived 
chummy relationship with the federal government.

The final stop is the Senate of the Republic on the corner 
of the emblematic Paseo de la Reforma and Insurgentes, a 
construction project that cost 4.9 billion pesos, rather more 
than its originally approved cost of a mere 1.7 billion.

An inaugural tour was offered on Sunday, giving journalists 
a first look at an attraction that  opened to the general public 
on Sunday, February 5.
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VW Beetle Has Become 
a Historical Mural

In 2010, the Museum of Popular Art (MAP) and the Asso-
ciation of Friends of the Museum of Popular Art (AAMAP), 
together with the governments of the States of Jalisco and 
Nayarit, embarked on the Vochol® project.

This innovative project is a 
testimony to the artistic abili-
ties of the Huichol people, an 
indigenous group, instantly 
captivating viewers through 
the enigmatic beauty and orig-
inal design employed in the 
project.

Eight Huichol artists devot-
ed more than 9,000 hours of 
their time to transferring their 
inspiration to a magical, colorful design embedded on a 
Volkswagen car by way of canvas. The minute, detailed 
work entailed covering the body of the car with more than 
90 kilograms of glass seed beads and was carried out over 
more than seven months by the hands of Huichol artists in 
the states of Nayarit and Jalisco. They used more 
than $2,277,000 glass seed beads, 16 kilograms of 
special resin, fabric, paint and yarn, as well as the 
use of diverse techniques and materials to cover 
the seats of the car, decorate the rims, the steering 
wheel and the dashboard.

The Huichol group, also known as Wixaritari, is 
one of the best-known indigenous groups of Mexi-
co. The Huichol have settled in the Western Sierra 
Madre, primarily in the region comprising the states 
of Jalisco and Nayarit, as well as part of Durango, 
Colima and Zacatecas

Currently, after wondering how he might bring Mexican 
culture before the masses, a businessman and self-described 
jack-of-all-trades came up with the solution four years ago: 
decorate a Volkswagen Beetle with pre-Hispanic motifs. “I 
noticed how people went to archaeological sites but didn’t 
have the time to see all the works of art, the ruins, the mu-
rals . . . then, I thought, ‘Let’s put the murals on wheels,’” 
said Héctor Garnelo. And so the Vocho Teotihuacano, or 
Teotihuacán Beetle, was born.

Garnelo spent two years and nine months covering a 1994 
Beetle with some 20,000 semi-precious painted stones, such 
as jade, obsidian and aventurine, decorated with mythologi-
cal creatures and deities and other features of Teotihuacán.
He chose the vocho “because it’s very dynamic . . . it’s al-

most Mexican, and besides, who hasn’t had an adventure 
aboard one?”

The car was subsequently showcased in several places in 
Mexico City and in the Teotihuacán archaeological zone, in 
the State of México.

After news of the Vocho Teotihuacano reached Wolfsburg, 
Germany, home of the headquarters of Volk-
swagen AG, it was shipped across the Atlan-
tic and placed on display at the Volkswagen 
Museum for a month last fall where it was 
recognized as a work of art, and its designer 
as a cultural ambassador from Mexico.
Part of Garnelo’s success with the car, was 
the mastery of Guillermo García, a San Juan 
Teotihuacán artisan who has dedicated 25 
years to working with semi-precious stones.

Today Garnelo is putting the finishing touch-
es on his second Beetle project, the Vocho Maya. García’s 
son — a chemistry student — has joined in, developing a 
resin to fix the countless stones and tiles to the vehicle’s 
bodywork. The experience gained during his first project has 
enabled Garnelo to finish the new piece in just 13 months.

The 1998 Beetle is deco-
rated with reproductions 
of the mask of the Ma-
yan King Pakal, found 
in Palenque; scepters 
found in Guatemala; 
the deity Kukulkán; and 
other Mayan motifs.

The Vocho Maya repre-
sents an investment of 
$300,000 pesos (over 

US $15,000), financed mostly by Garnelo and donations 
from friends. The piece will be publicly exhibited this 
month in San Juan Teotihuacán during the Obsidian Festi-
val, between March 17 and 21.
Garnelo envisions a series of five such ve
hicles, each representing one pre-Hispanic culture. He will 
soon tackle the Aztec, Olmec and Toltec civilizations, leav-
ing the door open for a sixth vehicle, the Vocho Alebrije, 
inspired by the whimsical carved figures from Oaxaca.

The classic VW Beetle arrived in Mexico in 1954, accord-
ing to Wheels 24, and became an instant hit, selling 50,000 
in just one year. It was seen as affordable and easy to fix. 
Many Beetles became taxis and one Mexico City taxi driver 
recalls it fondly. “You could replace the fan belt with panty 
hose.”
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The Battle of Kap’yong 
- 50th Anniversary: Part 1

Forty km NE of Seoul, Republic of Korea, and south of the 
Demilitarized Zone, the Kap’yong River loops southward 
to join the Pukhan. Near the confluence of the two rivers is 
the sprawling town of Kap’yong. About five km north of the 
town following the snake-like curves of the Kap’yong River 
Valley is a two-km series of interconnected ridges known 
during the Korean War as Hill 677.

Fifty-years ago, Hill 677 was a defensive position held by 
Canadian troops. The fighting that took place there was one 
of a multitude of battles across the Korean Peninsula in an 
attempt to stop a major offensive by the Chinese Communist 
Forces. In the years that followed, the hill became a focal 
point in reference to Canadian military operations during 
the Korean War. It was known as the Battle of Kap’yong.

On April 22, the CCF commenced their 1951 Spring offen-
sive, ramming heavily into UN Forces along the front line 
from the west coast to the Soyang River in the east. One of 
the main thrusts by the Chinese was toward the Kap’yong 
Valley, a direct route to Seoul. This sector was held by the 
U.S. 1 and IX Corps. Under heavy pressure the Americans 
withdrew, leaving two regiments of the 6th Republic of Ko-
rea Division to block the enemy drive. The South Korean 
troops were hit hard and forced to withdraw. Four days ear-
lier the Calgary-based 2nd Battalion Princess Patricia’s Ca-
nadian Light Infantry (the first Canadian infantry unit to see 
action in Korea) had moved out of the line to a rest area near 
Chongchon-ni, 25 km south. On the morning of April 23, 
the Patricias were shocked to learn the front was collaps-
ing. They were ordered to immediately establish defensive 
positions on Hill 677, a feature within corps reserve, 20 km 
behind the lines.

By mid-afternoon Lt.-Col. “Big Jim” Stone, commanding 
officer, 2nd Battalion PPCLI, had deployed his four rifle 
companies, battalion tactical headquarters and supporting 
arms on the hill. Able, Baker and Charlie Companies faced 
the main east-west curve of the valley. Dog Company oc-
cupied the left flank. Because of the terrain, interlocking 
fire support between companies was limited. The platoons 
in each company supported each other, with gaps between 
the companies fire-tasked by battalion machine guns and 
mortars as well as by a New Zealand artillery regiment. The 
3rd Battalion Royal Australian Regiment, supported by a 

company of the U.S. 72nd Heavy Tank Battalion, held high 
ground five km across the valley to the east.

The men on 677 dug in. It was a tough task. The soil was 
rocky and this resulted in many slit trenches being only 
two to four feet deep. Rock parapets were built for extra 
protection. Potential enemy assault routes were trip-wired 
and booby-trapped with grenades and mortar bombs. Capt. 
Owen R. Browne, officer commanding Able Company, later 
wrote in a regimental journal:

“It was then, about mid-afternoon (April 23), that the 
rumor of the collapsing front acquired a meaning. 
From my arrival until then, both the main Kap’yong 
Valley and the subsidiary valley cutting across the 
front had been empty of people. Then, suddenly, down 
the road through the subsidiary valley came hordes 
of men, running, walking, interspersed with military 
vehicles — totally disorganized mobs. They were ele-
ments of the 6th ROK Division which were supposed 
to be 10 miles forward engaging the Chinese. But 
they were not engaging the Chinese. They were flee-
ing! I was witnessing a rout. The valley was filled 
with men. Some left the road and fled over the for-
ward edges of “A” Company positions. Some killed 
themselves on the various booby traps we had laid, 
and that component of my defensive layout became 
worthless . . . between 1530 hours and 1800 hours all 
of A” Coy speeded up its defence preparations and 
digging as it watched, helpless to intervene, while 
approximately 4000-5000 troops fled in disorganized 
panic across and through the forward edges of our 
positions. But we knew then that we were no longer 
10-12 miles behind the line; we were the front
line.” 

The evening was quiet, the sky clear, a moon rising. The 
Patricias watched and waited. Just after midnight the sky 
suddenly turned bright with illumination flares drifting over 
the Australian positions across the valley. Rifles, machine 
guns, mortars, and artillery simultaneously smashed the si-
lence. The Chinese had struck. The first phase of the Battle 
of Kap’yong had begun. All during the night, the RARs 
fought the enemy on the hill slopes and in their trenches. 
They regrouped and tightened their perimeter. 

At dawn April 24, the Chinese withdrew then attacked 
again. In the late afternoon, after battling wave after wave 
of Chinese assault troops for 16 hours, and running low 
on ammunition, the Australians were ordered to withdraw. 
Now the only infantrymen left to stop the Chinese advance 
through the Kap’yong Valley were the Patricias on Hill 677. 
They were alone.

(Part II will be in the May Roll Call)
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Crossword Solution on Page 31



(Schedule is subject to change)

APRIL
4 Tuesday Auxiliary Meetings:  E-board 10:30 a.m. – General 11 a.m. 
5 Wednesday U.S. Consulate Visit: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
  Military Organizations’ Happy Hour: 3-4 p.m. at the Iron Horse bar
6-10 National Vice-Commander Visits Post #7
7 Friday Presentation by the National Vice Commander, then a meet & greet. All veterans should attend.
11 Tuesday Legion Meetings: E-board 10 a.m.; ELECTIONS 11a.m. (Continuous Year Pins Presentation)
25 Tuesday FMC: 10:30 a.m.
27 Thursday Lone Star 3 p.m., bring botanas to share

MAY
1 Monday Mex Labor Day:  National Holiday (kitchen closed, bar opens at 12 p.m.)
2 Tuesday Auxiliary Meetings:  E-board 10:30 a.m. – General 11 a.m.
9 Tuesdy Legion Meetings: E-board 10 a.m. – General 11 a.m.
10 Wednesday Roaring 20s hosted by the Auxiliary - see ad in Centerfold
17 Wednesday U.S. Consul: 9:30-10:30 a.m.
25 Thursday Lone Star 3 p.m., bring botanas to share
29 Monday Memorial Day
30 Tuesday FMC: 10:30 a.m.

Weekly Activities
 Happy Hour Bar opens at noon daily. Happy Hour is from 3 to 6 p.m.
      There is NO Happy Hour during events
  Wednesday, Bridge 1-5 p.m.
  Friday - AA meeting 10 a.m.
 Saturday - Kitchen closes at noon. Fish Fry, 3 to 6 p.m.
 Sunday - Kitchen closed. Grilled hamburgers & hotdogs, 12 to 3 p.m.
     

.  Other Information
• The Post Commander is available at the Legion on Tuesdays & the Auxiliary President on Thursdays.
•   Monday to Friday - Duty Officer, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
• If you do not have a copy of your DD214 on file with the Legion, please turn one in to the Post adjutant or the duty officer.
• The Legion has a library that loans out books to our members.
• WIFI is available at the Legion

Contact Post Adjutant Vince Britton, 331-358-8944, vincebritton12@gmail.com
if you have information to add to the Activities Corner.

There will be no activity at the Legion that has not been authorized by Vince.  
-27-
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Bernhard Peter Sawatzki
Let me introduce Ber-
nd. The Roll Call is 
extremely proud to be 
working wtih Bernd. 
Beginning with the 
March, 2017 cover, we 
will be using his in-
credible photography 
in future Roll Calls. If 
you would like to see 
his collection of pho-
tos, visit his Facebook 
page.

Bernd (Bernhard) was 
born in July 1944 in 
Essen, Germany. The 
first 19 years he lived with his grandparents and parents in 
the same town.

Bernd was drafted into the West German Army in 1963. 
Soon he decided to become a career officer, went to Air-
borne school obtained his German Airborne as well as the 
US Airborne Wings.

While on active Duty he obtained also a degree in Busi-
ness Administration. Bernd was trained to be an Intelligence 
Officer and served in this capacity for 6 years in a NATO 
Headquarters in Germany amongst Canadian and US Of-
ficers and Men.

In 1972, Bernd was transferred to the German Ministry of 
Defense and later to the Foreign Office for further training. 
From 1973 to 1978, he served as the Assistant to the Ger-
man Military Attaché in Islamabad/Pakistan. 

Bernd left the service to pursue a civilian career in late 1978, 
went back to Germany (Heidelberg) where he and his wife 
had built their first house at 23 years of age.

Bernd furthered his education and qualifications over the 
next 2-1/2 years and he was hired by a German Company 
in 1981, to establish their business in North America. He 
had no experience s in North America, but he accepted the 
challenge. He was successful doing just that and he started 
his own business in Construction and later also in Import 
/Export Enterprise, worldwide. 

Bernd had offices in Toronto/Ontario, Canada and Havana/
Cuba. He was an advisor in Foreign Trade to a Canadian 
Prime Minister and accompanied him to Moscow and Ger-
many for talks. He also consulted in the same areas of inter-
est, the Government of Colombia. Bernd has visited over 80 
countries in this world. He speaks four languages.

Bernd has been married since 1966 to his wife, Margret, 
they have two children Markus (42) in Australia and Mona 
(40) in Germany. He retired from his activities in 2009 for 
medical reasons. He sold his company in Canada to his 
General Manager and moved to Mexico in December 2009. 
He has a clean bill of health and feels 
energetic and strong!
His interests are in Politics, Business 
Development, Diplomacy, Reading, 
Photography, Travel and last but not 
least, writing. In 2015, he published 
his first book about his life and be-
cause of high demand, a second, re-
vised edition came out in March 2016 
with 722 pages. The title of book is: 
Vier Kontinente Ein Leben” and it is 
available at Amazon as a printed and 
electronic version. An English version 
is being considered.
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Our Universal Yearning
By Cindy Paul

A universal yearning lies within us all. A yearning for home, 
a yearning for God, a yearning for peace, understanding . . . 
call it what you will. It unites us in the over-arching human 
conditions of hope and longing, and it guides us along our 
paths like the morning star. 

This April, the Lake Chapala Cho-
rale, has gathered together a very 
special concert that brings the lis-
tener to the core of this yearning, as 
only vocal music can do. The LCC 
is the newly formed choral group 
that gave Lakeside such an uplifting 
program last Christmas. Director 
Cindy Paul says “the April concert 
will be even more inspiring.“

“Songs of Longing and Inspiration (Part 1)” is a free, one-
hour concert offered at four separate locations:

4 Concerts – All Free!
April 1, 6 p.m. – Little Chapel by the Lake 
April 2, 4 p.m. – Ajijic Cultural Center
April 3, 7 p.m. – Presbyterian Church
April 4, 7 p.m. – Chapala Train Station

The Chorale invites you to come and share, through some 
of the world’s most beloved music, the universal hopes and 
longings that bind us together as human beings. Listeners 
will come away from this very special concert profoundly 
moved and inspired.

All LCC concerts are presented without charge, but the 
group accepts donations happily. We suggest you arrive 
early to be sure you can get a seat.
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April 2017 Horoscope
Aries March 21-April 19            
This month will be full of frenzy, turmoil and dynamism ideal 
for commencing new ventures and to attain your desired objec-
tives. You have to decide the course of action and follow it with 
diligence. You have the force and strength to bulldoze your way 
and overcome all obstructions. After the 15th, your furious pace 
will subside and you will be more pragmatic and concentrate on 
financial progress.

Taurus April 20-May 20
Marital life and relationships for the bulls will be under stress. All 
problems in relationships will show up. Strong alliances will suc-
cessfully overcome the turbulence and weaker ones will wither 
away.. You can use this period to enhance personal image and 
fulfill special desires. 

Gemini May 21-June 20
Your relationship with friends and associations of which you are 
a member will be under review. Decisions have to be taken on 
the status of friendships. Your social groups will be under lot of 
turmoil, and clarity will emerge in the end as to your association 
with these groups.

Cancer June 21-July 22
April will bring out the flaws in your relationship with senior fam-
ily members. Communication between couples is essential for a 
happy married life. You will have to work towards resolving these 
differences and bring about harmony in the family atmosphere. 
your health will be problematic till the 20th and will improve after 
that. You have to work smartly and conserve energy by doing only 
necessary things.

Leo July 23-August 22
Love is closely connected with overseas partners and foreign lo-
cales. You should allow love to develop gradually if you want a ro-
mantic alliance to survive. your health will be fabulous. You should 
take enough breaks and rest to stay in shape after that. Try slow 
juicing and having garlic for better immunity.

Virgo August 23-September 22
Love is excellent towards the end of the month. There is more 
romance than sensuality in love affairs. Love is to be found during 
travel or while pursuing educational activities. Diet and detoxifi-
cation will enhance your health enormously. Your personal charm 
is at its peak and your libido is high. 

Libra September 23-October 22
Love will be more natural and physical for you. Singles will fall 
into love swiftly and with ease. Your search for your right partner 
might end this month. there is a need to have enough relaxation 
to keep you fit. Conserve your energy by working on essential 
things and postponing the less important matters. You can seek 
the help of others to share your responsibilities. You can improve 
your health by proper exercise. 

Scorpio October 23-November21
Love will be available in plenty for singles this month. You will 
be looking for love in higher social circles and you are interested 

in persons who are rich and influential. You will have a tough 
time balancing your social life and family life. Work smartly and 
eliminate the unimportant stuff to preserve your vitality. Emo-
tional health and family happiness will impact your health posi-
tively.

Sagittarius November 22-December 21
Family atmosphere is highly inflammable and it requires lot of 
effort to maintain peace in the family. Get rid of your coffee ad-
diction and manage your high blood pressure for a good life.

Capricorn December 22-January 19
Strong Capricorn love partnerships are likely to continue while 
weaker ones may vanish. There will be plenty of partying and 
family functions, and family environment will be harmonious. 
your health will be problematic till the 20th. Work smartly, con-
serve your energy and take enough breaks. You should attend to 
the essentials and hand over the rest to others. Vitality and physi-
cal fitness will show an uptrend towards the month end.

Aquarius January 20-February 18
love is excellent until the 20th. You prefer relationships with spiri-
tually-oriented senior adults. You are looking for scholarly people 
with whom you can interact on an intelligent plane. Your health 
will be wonderful for most of the month. After that you have to 
rest and relax sufficiently to maintain your fitness. Long-lasting 
alterations in your diet and fitness routines may occur. Your body 
will guide you in this matter and you will follow the appropriate 
regimes.

Pisces February 19-March 20
Relationship of parents with children may be volatile and will be 
affected for some time. You may have problems with a close fam-
ily member and things will take time to get sorted out. Health will 
be fabulous. This can be enhanced by exercise and massages.
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Crossword Puzzle Solution

Sudoku Solution

Consulate Visit Dates for 2017
All visits are on a

Wednesday; 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Jauary 11

February 1
March 1
April 5
May 17
June 7
July 12

August 2
September 13

October 4
November 8
December 6

A Little Help from a Friend
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Breakfast You’ll Love to Get Up To

Carrot Cake Oatmeal
4 Servings

Ingredients
2 medium carrots, coarsely 
grated (about 1 cup)
1 cup old-fashioned oats
¼ cup raisins
2 T dark brown sugar
1 t ground cinnamon
¼ t ground ginger
1 t vanilla extract
½ t kosher salt
¼ cup chopped walnuts, plus more for serving
½ cup unsweetened almond milk, another nut milk, or regu-
lar whole milk
Plain Greek yogurt, pumpkin seeds, unsweetened shredded 
coconut flakes, and/or pure maple syrup for serving)

Preparation
Cook carrots in 3 cups boiling water in a medium saucepan 
over medium-high heat until tender, 8–10 minutes. Stir in 
oats, raisins, brown sugar, cinnamon, ginger, vanilla, salt, 
and ¼ cup walnuts; reduce heat to medium-low and simmer, 
stirring often, until oats are tender and mixture is thick, 8–
10 minutes. Add almond milk and cook, stirring constantly, 
until mixture is creamy, about 2 minutes.

Serve oatmeal topped with a spoonful of yogurt, some 
pumpkin seeds, coconut, and/or more walnuts and drizzled 
with maple syrup, as desired.

Do Ahead: Oatmeal (without toppings) can be made 1 day 
ahead. Cover and chill.

Raspberry & Banana No-Knead
Breakfast Loaf 

Makes 1 loaf with 10 slices
Ingredients
4 T unsalted butter
1/4 cup light brown sugar
2 eggs, lightly beaten
3/4 cup whole wheat flour

3/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon 
all-purpose flour
2 t baking powder
2 ripe bananas, roughly 
mashed
4 ounces raspberries
Handful of rolled oats

Preheat the oven to 350°F 
and line an 8 1/2 x 4-inch loaf pan with baking parchment. 
I make sure that the paper overlaps a little bit, which makes 
it much easier to remove the loaf from the pan once it is 
cooked. 

Cream the butter and sugar together in a large bowl un-
til nicely combined. Add the eggs in two batches, beating 
well between each addition. The mixture won’t quite look 
its best, but it will soon come good! Add the whole wheat 
flour, all-purpose flour and baking powder and stir through 
until nicely mixed in. Then stir the bananas in, followed by 
a gentle fold in of the raspberries. 

Pour the mixture into the loaf pan, smooth it out a bit with 
the back of a spoon and then sprinkle the oats evenly over 
the top. Bake in the oven for 50–55 minutes or until a skew-
er comes out clean when the loaf is pierced in the center. 
Leave to cool in the pan for a few minutes before lifting 
out and leaving to cool completely on a wire rack. The loaf 
will stay at its best for 1 to 2 days when stored in an airtight 
container. 

Best Breakfast Sandwich
Makes 1 Serving

Ingredients
Unsalted butter
1 English muffin, split
1 BA Breakfast Sausage patty
2 slices American cheese
2 large eggs, beaten to blend
Kosher salt and freshly 
ground black pepper
Handful of chopped fresh 
chives
Hot sauce and honey (for serving; optional)

Preparation
Generously butter each half of English muffin on both sides. 
Heat a large griddle or cast-iron skillet over medium.

Toast muffin on griddle, cut side down, pressing slightly 
until golden brown, about 3 minutes. Flip and toast on oth-
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er side, pressing slightly until golden brown on other side, 
about 3 minutes.
Meanwhile, cook BA Breakfast Sausage patty on griddle 
until browned on 1 side, about 2 minutes.

Flip and top with American cheese; cook until sausage is 
cooked through and cheese starts to melt, about 2 minutes. 
Turn off heat; keep muffin and sausage on warm griddle 
while you make the eggs.

Heat a knob of butter in a small nonstick skillet (6” is ideal) 
over medium. Add eggs and season with salt and pepper.
Using a heatproof rubber spatula, cook, lifting edges and 
tilting skillet to let uncooked egg run underneath, until 
mostly set but still slightly runny on top, about 2 minutes.
Top with chives and fold eggs over to make a half moon; 
fold in half again.

To serve, top bottom half of English muffin with egg, then 
sausage. Drizzle with hot sauce and honey, if desired. Close 
sandwich and stuff your face, cutlery not encouraged.

Dutch Baby
4 servings 

Ingredients
2/3 cup milk, room 
temperature
½ cup packed all-pur-
pose flour
3 large eggs, room tem-
perature
¼ t vanilla extract
¼ t salt
3 T clarified butter
1 T butter
½ lemon, juiced
1 T confectioners’ sugar, or to taste

Directions
Preheat oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees C).

Blend milk, flour, eggs, vanilla extract, and salt together in 
a blender until batter is smooth.

Melt clarified butter in a 10-inch cast-iron skillet over high 
heat until bubbling; pour batter into the center of the skil-
let.

Bake in the preheated oven until puffed and golden, 20 to 25 
minutes. Brush with 1 tablespoon butter, drizzle lemon juice 
over the top, and dust with confectioners’ sugar.



-34-

Pirates, Treasure & Unrequit
Love

By Lynda & Lawrie Lock
Fermín Antonio Mundaca de Marecheaga was born in Oc-
tober 1825 in the village Bermejo de Santa María, Spain. 
When he completed his education he shipped out to sea, 
eventually becoming captain of his own ship and a wealthy 
slave-trader in the Carib-
bean, selling Mexican Ma-
yan slaves to Cuban plan-
tation owners.

In 1860, when the British 
campaigned against slav-
ery, Mundaca rented out 
his ships to the Spanish 
government in the Yuca-
tán peninsula. The offi-
cials continued to capture 
Mayans and sell them to Cuba, decimating the rebellious 
population.

Mundaca then set about building a large hacienda on Isla 
Mujeres that he named Vista Alegre (Happy View), eventu-
ally covering over 40% of the island. There were areas for 
livestock, birds, vegetable gardens, fruit orchards and ex-
otic plants that were brought from all over the world. While 
building his home and expanding his giant estate, he fell in 
love with a 16-year-old Mayan girl named Martiniana Gó-
mez Pantoja. She was described as having “deep green eyes 
like the surf and bronze skin that shone like the sun.”

He built her a beautiful garden with great stone arches where 
he carved her name, La Trigueña, or The Brunette, above the 
apex. But the dark-haired beauty, 37 years his junior, mar-
ried her childhood sweetheart and Mundaca grew isolated 
and lonely. The islanders described his as mad. Wanting to 
be near La Trigueña when he died, he built a tomb in 1879 
in the flamboyant, crowded cemetery.

Mundaca died at age 55 in Mérida from complications re-
lated to syphilis and was buried in that city. Etched on the 
tombstone covering his empty crypt on Isla Mujeres are the 
symbols of the pirate: skull and crossbones with the words 
he carved as his epitaph, “As you are, I was. As I am, you 
will be.” 

But wait, there’s more to the story. The Hacienda Mundaca 

is a rustic park controlled jointly by municipal and federal 
authorities. In the park lake is at least one crocodile. Across 
the street from the main entrance is a swampy pond that 
was a favorite weekend getaway for the mama crocodile. 
Several times a year municipal workers were tasked with 
removing mama from the natural pond that happened to be 
strategically close to a supply of cats and dogs, and across 
the street from the brand new hospital.

Recently, when city workers returned her to the lake, there 
were six babies complicating the procedure. The obvious 
conclusion would be that somewhere mama met up with 
a handsome crocodile dude and they had a bit of adult 

fun. Then during a particularly rainy October 
one of the adult crocodiles made a break for 
freedom, scooting down the road past the big 
church, right on by the new cemetery, and into 
the ocean.

A surprised passerby reported the breakout 
and the Great Crocodile Hunt was on. Soon 
there was a gaggle of curious people, the po-
lice, the marines toting big guns, and a boat 
load of fishermen chasing the reptile while it 
swam towards Playa Norte.

It swam so quickly past our house we couldn’t get a decent 
photo, so we hopped into the golf cart and drove ahead of 
the swarm of onlookers. Eventually the crocodile was net-
ted by the fishermen in the bay, and returned unharmed to 
the lake at the hacienda.

You can see why we are so fascinated by the mystique sur-
rounding the Hacienda Mundaca Park, and Pirate Fermín 
Mundaca. The entrance fee is a mere $30 pesos, and you 
can wander through the modest home and explore the rem-
nants of the beautiful garden — but watch out for the croco-
diles in the lake. Muhhhhuh!

The writers are Canadians who have been full-time resi-
dents of Isla Mujeres for nearly 10 years.
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Women’s Hockey 
Team Wins Gold 

in Iceland
Mexico’s women’s ice hockey 
team won the gold medal in their 
six-team division of the wom-
en’s world championship, which 

wrapped up in Iceland March 6. It was the first gold-medal 
win for Mexico at a full International Ice Hockey Federation 
(IIHF) world championship event.

Formed in 2012, the team made a bid last year for the 2018 
Winter Olympics with two decisive wins at the qualifying 
round in Mexico City, with which it advanced to the next 
round in Kazakhstan.

But the women fell to tough competition from Kazakhstan, 
Poland and Great Britain.

The team’s win 
this past week 
in Akureyri, Ice-
land, which left 
it in 27th place 
in the women’s 
championships, 
earned it a pro-
motion from 
Group B to 
Group A in Division II for next year. Mexico beat Spain, 
Iceland, New Zealand and Romania to clinch the gold med-
al, losing only to Turkey.
Members of the team vary in age, with a strong contingent 
of under-20s. But it also has some experienced players such 
as Claudia Téllez, 32, who was drafted last year by the Cal-
gary Inferno of the Canadian Women’s Hockey League.

Next up for the team is the Pan-Am tournament in June. 
Many of the players began by playing inline hockey but 
now, says coach Diego de la Garma, there’s a new genera-
tion whose experience began on ice.

“Our program has been growing every year,” he said. “We’ve 
got lots of new players, young players, who are taking up 
the sport – and I think Mexico is falling in love with that.
“It used to be a bit of a taboo here if women played some-
thing that is seen as a men’s sport, but people can see how 
they play the game, how the girls give their hearts to the 
game, how they have had a lot of success in a little time. 
That’s a big deal, especially in team sports, because Mexi-
co’s national teams haven’t had much success recently.”

A fallow period for Mexico’s soccer teams has given other 

sports a chance to make a mark, wrote journalist Andy Potts 
on the IIHF website. And the women’s hockey team is do-
ing just that.

“Watching a women’s team winning a tournament, at any 
level, inspires people,” said de la Garma. “It gets everybody 
dreaming. It’s won us a lot of fans, not just in Mexico but 
in Latin America and even around the world. The girls play 
with so much passion, so much heart, and people respond 
to it.”
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Monday-Friday:  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. full menu including breakfast
Monday-Friday:  3 to 5 p.m. limited menu, sandwiches, soups & salads

Two (2) eggs $54
2 Egg omelette $54
3 Egg omelette $60
Chilaquiles w/beans $48

w/egg $54
Enchiladas Suizas (6) $60

Huevos Rancheros $48
w/meat $54

Steak & eggs $84
Chicken fried steak & eggs $60
McLegion sandwich $45
McLegion sandwich w/cheese $48

Build your own Omelette with your choice of one meat (bacon, ham, or sausage) plus cheese 
(American, cheddar or gouda), onion, spinach, bell pepper, and mushrooms.

BREAKFAST (Served all day)
Prices are in Mexican pesos

Your choice of bacon, sausage, hash browns, home fries, grits or frijoles, toast, biscuit, tortilla (corn or flour), one hot cake or fruit.

Bowl of gravy $12
One egg $18
One hotcake $18
Toast or biscuit $18
Hashbrowns, home fries, grits $18
Bacon or sausage $24
Slice of ham $30
Oatmeal & toast $30
Croissant $40
Fruit & yogurt $60

Á LA CARTE
French toast $36

w/meat $54
Two (2) biscuits & sausage gravy $42
   ½ order $30
Ground beef gravy on toast $30
   ½ order $18
Breakfast burritos with frijoles $36

w/meat $54
Two (2) quesadillas $24

w/meat $36
LUNCH & AFTERNOON FARE (served after 12 noon

TOASTED SANDWICHES
Club $60
Bacon lettuce & tomato $48
Grilled cheese $42
Grilled ham & cheese $48

Jumbo Croissant Sandwiches $60
Your choice of tuna, chicken, egg salad, ham and cheese, with or without lettuce & tomato or vegetarian with avocado, sprouts & cheese. 
Served with potato chips, vegetable sticks or with French fries add $20

SANDWICHES
Tuna $48
Chicken $48
½ Sandwich & cup of soup $48
½ Sandwich with green salad $48
Egg salad $48
Ham & cheese $48

FROM THE GRILL
Hamburger $48
Cheeseburger $54
Bacon cheeseburger $60
Grilled steak sandwich $90

w/fried onions, mushrooms & cheese $96
Grilled chicken sandwich $48
   w/cheese or bacon $60
Veggie burger $48
Jumbo hot dog $48

w/cheese, chili or sauerkraut $54
Fish sandwich $48

ENTREES
Ground beef steak w/onions & gravy $72
Chicken fried steak w/onions & gravy $72

SOUP OF THE DAY & SANDWICHES
Bowl of soup w/crackers $36
Cup of soup w/crackers $24
Chef salad $72
Green salad w/grilled chicken $72
Green salad w/chicken & cheese $78
SIDES
Mashed potatoes $18
Baked potato $30
French fries $30
Potato salad (when available) $24
PASTA
Pasta w/marinara sauce $60
Spaghetti w/meatballs or sausage $84
Chicken parmesan $90

Served w/your choice: small baked potato, mashed potatoes, or 
French fries & choice of steamed veggies or garden salad & bread. 

Saturday:  9 am to 12 p.m.
Sunday:  Closed

Restaurant Hours:

Pasta is served with salad or steamed vegetables & garlic bread.BEVERAGES
Coffee $15
Milk or Tea $18
Juice large $24
Juice small  $18
Hot chocolate $24
Ask the Waiter About Our HOME MADE DESSERTS

and frozen meals to go for $60 pesos
All prices include mandatory IVA

The American Legion Post #7 thanks you for dining with us

WEEKLY SPECIALS
MONDAY: Chili relleno & cheese enchilada or Crispy beef taco
w/frijoles & rice
TUESDAY: Filet mignon
WEDNESDAY: Lasagna (meat or vegetable)
THURSDAY: Chicken Cordon Bleu
FRIDAY: Fish Veracruz (breaded or garlic)
SATURDAY: Fish fry - 3 to 6 p.m.
SUNDAY: Grilled hamburgers & hot dogs - 12 to 3 p.m.


