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Legion elections are April 19 dur-
ing the legion meeting at 11 a.m. If 
you’d like to run for an officer posi-
tion, put your name on the sign-up 
sheet posted on the Adjutant board 
outside in the smoking area. The following are officer posi-
tions and job descriptions. 

Post Officer Duties and Responsibilities
(The Post Constitution & By-Laws and the Officers Guide 

book spells it out in more detail, but in short . . . )

Commander – Envisions and sets the agenda, goals and mis-
sion of the Post. Leads the Post to accomplish these objectives. 
Approves all disbursements of Post funds. Supervises the du-
ties of all Post officers, represents the Post at outside organiza-
tion events and presides over the Posts meetings. CEO of the 
Post.  

First Vice-Commander — In charge of Post membership; re-
cruiting, renewing, and tracking membership. Second in com-
mand.

Second Vice-Commander — In charge of Post moral and ac-
tivities. Third in command.  
  
Adjutant – In charge of the administration and details of run-
ning the Post. Works with all Post officers and committees. He 
is the “First Sergeant” of the Post. (Appointed by the Com-
mander).

Finance Officer — In charge of all Post funds. Handles all 
financial and accounting affairs. CFO of the Post.

Judge Advocate — Charged with being the Constitution and 
By-Laws expert.  Expected to be knowledgeable on Post poli-
cies and traditions. Insures a proper audit of funds is conducted 
annually.

Service Officer — Handles the administration of all services 
available to veterans and programs that could be implemented 
within our community to benefit all. The officer to see about 
all your veteran needs. (Appointed by the Commander).

Sergeant-at-Arms — Is the flag etiquette expert. Handles 
the set-up for meetings, and preserves order at all meet-
ings. In charge of the proper care of our flags, the POW/
IMA table and our duty officer schedule and training.                                                                                           
 
Historian — Is in charge of Post historical records, narrative 
history, the yearly yearbook, and insuring pictures are taken 
and properly labeled for each notable Post event. 
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Chaplain — Is the Post’s moral leader, in charge of the spiri-
tual welfare of the Post. Offers divine but non-sectarian prayer 
for all meetings and ceremonies. 

Member at Large — Represents the General Membership 
and votes accordingly. 

Tim Stern, Commander / Vince Britton, Adjutant / 
Anita Wikum, Auxiliary President

NOTE: We now have a printer for public use for 2 pesos 
a sheet, pay the bartender or waiter. 
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(The information in this article was taken from 
Internet sources and by Dan Williams)

Philippine Islands - Part 2
December 7, 1941 — May 10,  1942

The duty officer at U.S. Asiatic Fleet headquarters in Manila first 
received word of the Pearl Harbor attack at 02:30 on December 8, 
1941, but a full hour passed before Brig. Gen. Richard K. Suther-
land, MacArthur’s chief of staff, heard the news from commer-
cial broadcasts. He immediately notified MacArthur and all com-
manders that a state of war now existed with Japan. MacArthur 
ordered his troops to battle stations.

Despite this warning, when the Japanese pilots of the 11th Air Fleet 
attacked Clark Field nine hours later, they caught two squadrons 
of B-17s lined up on the field and a number of American fighters 
just preparing to take off. The first wave of 27 Japanese twin-en-
gine bombers achieved complete tactical surprise and destroyed 
most of the American heavy bombers. A second bomber strike 
followed while Zero fighters strafed the field. Only three P-40s 
managed to take off. A simultaneous attack on Iba Field in north-
west Luzon was also successful: all but two of the 3d Squadron’s 
P-40s were destroyed. The Far East Air Force lost fully half its 
planes the first day of the war.

The Japanese success in the Philippines hours after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor has sparked controversy with much finger-pointing 
that has endured to this day. General Brereton repeatedly sought 
permission before the attack to launch his B-17s against the 
Japanese aircraft in Formosa, but General Sutherland denied his 
requests and also denied him access to MacArthur. MacArthur 
later insisted that he was unaware of Brereton’s request, adding 
that such a move would have been ill conceived anyway because 
USAFFE lacked intelligence concerning likely targets. For his 
part, Sutherland claimed that he had ordered Brereton to trans-
fer his bombers away from Clark Field to the relative safety of 
Mindanao to the south; Brereton countered that he could not have 
fully complied with the order because of the impending arrival 
of a new bombardment group from Hawaii. Officers stationed at 
Clark Field later disagreed about whether their installation had 
even received warning of the approaching aircraft as the attack 
was about to start.

With air superiority ensured, the first Japanese amphibious land-
ing took place at dawn on the small northern island of Batan on 
December 8. Landings on Camiguin Island and at Vigan, Aparri, 
and Gonzaga in northern Luzon followed on December 10. The 
American commanders correctly interpreted these landings as di-
versions for the main Japanese attack and refused to commit their 
forces. Meanwhile, Admiral Thomas C. Hart withdrew most of 
his U.S. Asiatic Fleet from Philippine waters following Japanese 
air strikes that inflicted heavy damage on U.S. naval facilities at 
Cavite on December . Only submarines were left to contest Japa-
nese naval superiority.

The Army Air Forces stubbornly opposed the diversionary land-
ings despite damaging Japanese strikes against Nicholas Field 
near Manila on December 9. Two B-17s attacked the Japanese 
ships offloading at Gonzaga on Luzon. Other B-17s with fighter 
escort attacked the landings at Vigan. In this last coordinated ac-
tion of the Far East Air Force, U.S. planes damaged two Japanese 
transports, the flagship Naga, and a destroyer and sank one mine-
sweeper. These air attacks, however, could not significantly delay 
the Japanese assault.

By neutralizing U.S. air and naval power in the Philippines in the 
first 48 hours of the war, the Japanese had gained a position never 
anticipated in USAFFE plans. Defense of the Philippines now re-
lied solely on its ground forces, which at the time had no lines of 
supply or escape.

The next move came in the south. Early on the morning of  De-
cember 12, the Japanese landed 2,500 men on southern Luzon, 
150 miles from the nearest American and Philippine forces. Gen-
eral Parker sent only token forces from the 41st and the 51st Divi-
sions (PA) to meet the invaders. A few U.S. fighters and bombers 
harried the enemy. The attack on Mindanao followed on Decem-
ber 19 when, after a day of bombing, Japanese troops staged a 
night landing that met little resistance as the badly outnumbered 
2d Battalion, 101st Infantry (PA), withdrew. A few American 
planes, including B-17s stationed in Australia, attacked the beach-
head on December 22, but they could do little to delay the Japa-
nese advance.

The long-awaited main attack began early on the morning of De-
cember 22 as the 43,110 men of General Homma’s 14th Army 
entered Luzon’s Lingayen Gulf. The 48th Division and elements 
of the 16th Division, with support from artillery and 80 to 100 
tanks, landed at three points along the east coast of the gulf. A few 
B-17s flying from Australia attacked the invasion fleet, and U.S. 
submarines harassed it from the adjacent waters, but with little 
effect. General Wainwright’s poorly trained and poorly equipped 
11th and 71st Divisions (PA) could neither repel the landings nor 
pin the enemy on the beaches as outlined in USAFFE’s defense 
plan. The remaining Japanese units of the 48th and 16th Divi-
sions landed farther south along the gulf, linking up with the other 
Japanese forces for the march south. The 26th Cavalry (PS), ad-
vancing to meet them, put up a strong fight at Rosario but, after 
taking heavy casualties and with no hope of sufficient reinforce-
ments, was forced to withdraw. By nightfall, December 23, the 
Japanese had moved ten miles into the interior of the island. The 
next day 7,000 men of the 16th Division hit the beaches at three 
locations along the shore of Lamon Bay in southern Luzon where 
they found General Parker’s forces dispersed and unable to offer 
serious resistance. They immediately consolidated their positions 
and began the drive north toward Manila where they would link 
up with the forces advancing south toward the capital for the final 
victory.
 
MacArthur realized that the USAFFE defense plan had failed. On 
December 26, he notified his commanders that Plan ORANGE 
was now in effect, thereby reactivating the old prewar plan to 
defend only Bataan and Corregidor indefinitely. If nothing else 
the revival of Plan ORANGE threw the Japanese off their tight 
schedule.

(Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)

MacArthur’s task was to move his men with their equipment and 
supplies in good order to their defensive positions. He charged 
General Wainwright’s North Luzon Force with holding back the 
main Japanese assault and keeping the road to Bataan open for 
the use of the South Luzon Force. To achieve this, Wainwright 
deployed his forces in a series of defensive lines.

Under Wainwright and Parker the American and Philippine with-
drawal to Bataan proceeded quickly and in remarkably good or-
der, given the chaotic situation. A particularly precarious phase 
came when Wainwright’s North Luzon Force connected with 
Parker’s South Luzon Force near the town of San Fernando. Here, 
both forces had to pass through a single intersection and down one 
narrow road to reach the peninsula. Although the Japanese failed 
to take advantage of their air superiority to attack the defenders at 
this vulnerable choke point, Wainwright was alarmed by the slow 
movement of the retreating South Luzon Force. He ordered his 
men to stand firm at San Fernando. The tenacity of the 3d Battal-
ion of the 21st Division (PA), in particular, allowed the Americans 
and Filipinos to hold this defensive line until December 30 before 
withdrawing to their final defensive position prior to entering the 
Bataan Peninsula. The bulk of the South Luzon Force had passed 
through San Fernando by January 2, and the rear guard of the 
American forces followed into Bataan on the 6th. Meanwhile, on 
the night of 24-25 December, MacArthur had moved his USAFFE 
headquarters and the Philippine government to Corregidor.

The hasty withdrawal forced the retreating units to leave most of 
their supplies and equipment behind. At this point the awful con-
sequences of the shifts in USAFFE defense plans became clear. 
To support MacArthur’s plan for a defense of the entire island 
chain, supplies had been dispersed from their original depots in 
Bataan and Corregidor to support the units of the North and South 
Luzon Forces. Now with trucks in short supply, roads congested, 
and time short, resupply of the Bataan and Corregidor strongholds 
was impossible. The resulting lack of food, ammunition, weap-
ons, and medical supplies would prove to be the critical factors in 
the subsequent operation.

Japanese Imperial Headquarters intervened at this point, unwit-
tingly giving the defenders a brief respite. At the beginning of 
January, Tokyo reassigned the experienced 48th Division, Gen-
eral Homma’s best troops, to the Dutch East Indies; it was to be 
replaced by the recalled reservists of the 65th Brigade. The sub-
stitution came just as the Americans and Filipinos were digging in 
and preparing to take their stand.
 
The plan for Bataan called for two defensive lines. The first ex-
tended across the peninsula from Mauban in the west to Mabatang 
in the east. Wainwright’s I Philippine Corps held the eastern sec-
tor. His command included the 1st, 31st, and 91st Infantry Divi-
sions (PA); the 26th Cavalry (PS); and a battery of field artillery 
and self-propelled 75-mm. guns. General Parker commanded the 
western sector. His II Philippine Corps, including the 11th, 21st, 
41st, and 51st Divisions (PA) and the 57th Infantry (PS), num-
bered some 25,000 men. MacArthur designated the Philippine 
Division as the reserve force.
 
Mount Natib, a 4,222-foot-high promontory that split the pen-
insula, served as the boundary line between the two corps. The 

commanders anchored their lines on the mountain, but, since they 
considered the rugged terrain impassable, they did not extend their 
forces far up its slopes. The two corps were therefore not in direct 
contact with each other, leaving a serious gap in the defense line.

Plan ORANGE assumed the 80,000 troops and 26,000 civilians in 
Bataan would resist for at least six months. In such circumstances 
the search for food quickly became as urgent a problem as resist-
ing the enemy’s assaults. All personnel in Bataan were immedi-
ately placed on half rations. In an area where a healthy, active man 
requires 3,500 to 4,000 calories a day, the hardworking defenders 
were rationed to 2,000.

Japanese attacks along the first defensive line began in earnest on 
January 9 with a barrage directed against II Corps and followed 
up with an assault by two regiments of infantry, tank units, and 
artillery. After eight days of sometimes intense combat, General 
Parker committed the Philippine Div, but even with the help of the 
reserve force, he could not destroy the Japanese salient at Abu-
cay Hacienda. The fierce battle did, however, produce instances 
of uncommon valor 2d Lt. Alexander R. Nininger, Jr., sacrificed 
his life and earned the Medal of Honor when, armed with only a 
rifle and hand grenades, he forced his way into enemy foxholes 
during hand-to-hand fighting, permitting his unit to retake its lost 
position. A few days later when Japanese shelling and bombing 
knocked a battery out of commission, Sgt. Jose Calugas volun-
tarily crossed open terrain under enemy fire and succeeded in put-
ting the gun back into operation. He courageously held his posi-
tion and was subsequently awarded the Medal of Honor for his 
actions.

The Japanese also struck I Corps hard, penetrating the Mauban 
line in several places. It was Japanese infiltration through the sup-
posedly impassable terrain of Mount Natib, however, that fatally 
split the American defenses. Forced to evacuate their outflanked 
position on the evening of January 22, the defenders completed 
the task in four days. The new defensive line ran from Bagac on 
the western shore to just south of Orion on the eastern shore of 
the peninsula. Although they had ceded much ground during this 
regrouping, the Americans and Filipinos now occupied a much 
more defensible position with the two corps in direct contact.

As the Americans and Filipinos established their new position, 
the Japanese attempted to bypass the defensive line by staging an 
amphibious landing along the rugged southern coast of the pen-
insula. Enemy infantry landed in the service command area held 
only by an assortment of headquarters and service units, the 1st 
Constabulary Regiment, and the grounded airmen of five pursuit 
squadrons. Between January 22 and February 2, in what became 
known as the Battle of the Points, the Americans turned back suc-
cessive Japanese attempts to gain a beachhead. The Japanese suf-
fered heavy casualties in these actions, a total of about 900 men, 
or two full battalions, of the 20th Infantry. The defenders suffered 
approximately 750 casualties, about a third of these killed. Two 
Scout units were particularly weakened: the 3d Battalion, 45th 
Infantry, lost 60%of its effectives; Company B of the 57th Scouts, 
40 percent. Such statistics were especially chilling to MacArthur, 
because where the Japanese could make good their losses, he 
could not.

The  enemy renewed  the offensive against the 4,500-yard Orion-
(Continued on Page 6)



who dare visit 
the uninhabited 
island are the 
occasional sci-
entists who are 
truly brave souls.

House of the 
Bulgarian Com-
munist Party: Tucked away in the Balkan Mountains is this 
now abandoned monument to the Eastern Bloc. Graffiti 
marks the walls of the former seat of Bulgaria’s Communist 
Party. The place looks like a crashed spaceship. Completely 
otherworldly!

The Stanley Hotel — Estes Park, Colorado: Paranormal ac-
tivity has been reported at The Stanley since the early 70’s, 
and a night spent there by Stephen King inspired him to 
write “The Shining.”

Poison Garden 
— Alnwick, Eng-
land: In this sec-
tion of the famed 
Alnwick Garden, 
you definitely 
don’t want to stop 
and smell the roses 
because they could 
kill you. Added in 2005 as a bit of a tourist attraction, the 
garden’s plants are toxic and poisonous, and grown for edu-
cational purposes.

Jacob’s Well — 
Wimberley, Texas: 
The natural spring 
is a popular swim-
ming hole, but the 
complex network 
of underwater 
caves beneath the 
surface is the real 
attraction for aspiring explorers. Unfortunately, the caves 
have claimed the lives of eight people who underestimated 
the Well.

St. George’s 
Church — Luko-
va, Czech Repub-
lic: Artist Jakub 
Hadrava ironical-
ly brought some 

(Continued on 
Next page)

-4-

Creepiest Places on Earth
You should visit these places . . . if you aren’t too scared . . .

There are some truly breathtaking places in the world. From 
natural wonders like the Grand Canyon and the Great Barrier 
Reef, to man-made metropolises like New York and Tokyo 
that bustle with life, these beautiful places attract countless 
visitors each year. There are others . . . less lively places that 
offer some spectacularly spooky sights to tourists who want 
a different kind of thrill (and chill) in their vacation.

Soviet Union: A natural gas field that Soviet engineers tried 
to burn off in 1971 has been burning constantly since then, 
and doesn’t appear that it will ever stop. When the Devil 
comes to Earth, it’ll probably be through here!

The Island of the 
Dolls — Mexico:  
This tiny island 
near Mexico City 
was inhabited by a 
recluse named Ju-
lián Santana Bar-
rera who hung up 
the discarded dolls he found floating in surrounding river 
for 50 years to appease the spirit of a girl who drowned 
nearby which he said haunted him until he died of a heart 
attack near the same river. Can’t imagine why he was scared 
to death.

Capela dos Ossos — Évora, Portugal: The Capela dos Ossos 
Chapel of Bones) is one of the best known monuments in 
Évora, Portugal. It is a small interior chapel located next to 
the entrance of the Church of St. Francis. The Chapel gets 
its name because the interior walls are covered and deco-
rated with human skulls and bones.

Aokigahara Forest — Japan: The beauty of this forest near 
the base of Mount Fuji, belies its nickname as the Suicide 
Forest. For over 60 years, about 100 people have killed 
themselves in the forest each year. It’s a severe problem in 
Japan that local authorities aren’t sure how to stop.

Roosevelt Hotel — Hollywood, Los Angeles: For some 
close to home hauntings, visit the Roosevelt Hotel in LA. 
The hotel was a staple of Old Hollywood, and Marilyn Mon-
roe supposedly still visits her favorite room, Suite 1200.

Ilha da Queimada Grande, Brazil: Another small island, but 
with much scarier inhabitants. Off the coast of Brazil, the 
tiny “Snake Island” is home to an estimated 4,000 Golden 
Lancehead Vipers, and is the only place in the world these 
extremely venomous snakes can be found. The only people 
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life back to this abandoned Czech church by installing plas-
ter sculptures of ghosts. Tourists from all over the world 
come to see the spooky specters.

Kryziu Kalnas, Lithuania: The “Hill of Crosses” has been 
a central location to religious Lithuanians who have placed 
crosses on the hill for over 150 years. Even after the ruling 
Soviets destroyed the hill multiple times, the devout would 
return and bring more and more crosses with them. There 
are now over 100,000 crosses on the hill.

Maunsell Sea Forts 
— The North Sea: 
The British built 
these strange forts 
in the middle of 
the North Sea to 
deter a Nazi inva-
sion during World 
War II. Obviously, 
they didn’t help much, but they’re still standing, empty, to-
day.

Akodessewa Mar-
ket, Togo: In Togo, 
where many people 
still practice the in-
digenous religions, 
there’s no better 
place to buy your 
monkey heads than 
the Akodessewa 
Market . . . ”Akodessewa Monkey Heads: We don’t monkey 
around with our quality.”
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2018 Post #7 Officers
Commander Tim Stern
1st Vice Commander Open position
2nd Vice Commander Richard Thompson
Adjutant Vince Britton 
Finance Officer Roy Lahti 
Service Officer Tom Stordahl 
Judge Advocate Vince Britton
Sgt. at Arms Zane Pumiglia 
Chaplain Tom Schmidt 
Members at Large:
 Dan Williams, Gene Kent, Phil Brewer, Lee Pinder, 
 Ed Inkman, Doug Ramsom
Physical Address: #114 Morelos, Chapala, Jalisco
Mailing Address:  #31 APDO Chapala, Jalisco 45900
Phone (376) 765-2259
Email: americanlegionchapala@gmail.com
Website: www.chapalalegionpost7.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/LakeChapalaPost7/

Auxiliary Officers 2018
President - Anita Wikum 

1st Vice - Georgina Pumiglia
2nd Vice - Cindy Thompson
Secretary - Sharon Ottsman
Treasurer - Sharon Ottsman 
Historian - Sharon Ottsman

Chaplain - Georgina Pumiglia
Sergeant at Arms - Susy Real 

Executive Committee:
Sharon Munns
Peggy Graves
Betty White 
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(Continued from Page 3)
Bagac line on January 26-27, attacking the II Corps’ Sector C 
along Trail 2. Brig. Gen. Clifford Bluemel had organized his de-
fense of the area on the assumption that he would have most of his 
31st Division (PA) and what was left of the 51st Division (PA) to 
put into the line. In the midst of the fighting Bluemel discovered 
that two of his regiments had been moved to defend Sector A, 
leaving no defenders east of Trail 2. The Japanese, also severely 
debilitated by the continuous fighting, failed to take advantage 
of the situation, and when the attack finally occurred, Bluemel’s 
hastily reorganized force was able to drive the enemy back. The 
Japanese were more successful in the I Corps area, but they were 
again unable to exploit the opening. The Americans soon cut off 
the Japanese salients, eliminating the so-called Big and Little 
Pockets. In one fiercely fought action, 1st Lt. Willibald C. Bian-
chi led his platoon forward against two enemy machine-gun nests, 
silenced them with grenades, and then manned an antiaircraft ma-
chine gun until his wounds disabled him. His bravery earned him 
the Medal of Honor. With the attack stalled all along the line, on 8 
February General Homma ordered a general withdrawal from the 
14th Army’s forward positions.

Since January 6, the Japanese had suffered 7,000 battle casualties, 
with another 10,000 to 12,000 men dying of disease. The unex-
pected tenacity of the American opposition forced him to call on 
imperial Headquarters for reinforcements. On the other side, the 
failure of the seemingly invincible Japanese to break through the 
defenses lifted American morale. Men in the ranks were anxious 
to pursue the wounded enemy, but MacArthur and his command-
ers would not permit such a counterattack. A temporary reversal 
of Japanese fortunes could not alter the dismal strategic situation. 
U.S. forces were isolated and could expect no relief in the form 
of men or supplies, while the enemy could be reinforced at will. 
Any attempt to take the offensive would only consume scarce re-
sources and exhaust the soldiers already weakened by the long 
period of reduced rations. The Americans and Filipinos directed 
their waning energy toward digging in and reorganizing for the 
next, inevitable attack.

In March, the Japanese received individual replacements to fill 
out the 16th Division and the 65th Brigade in addition to units 
of the 4th Division, just arrived from China. Meanwhile, the de-
fenders’ health steadily eroded and with it their morale. Rations, 
already cut by 500 calories a day, were now further reduced to 
1,000 calories. The Bataan jungle and the starvation diet fostered 
disease, and malaria took a particularly heavy toll on the men. In 
the hasty retreat, the medical supplies which could have allevi-
ated the suffering, particularly the quinine required for treating 
malaria, had been left behind. At the end of March, Parker esti-
mated the combat efficiency of his troops at 2%, and Wainwright 
reported that 75%of his men were unfit for duty. The Japanese 
kept the pressure on the Americans and Filipinos with harassing 
artillery fire and infiltration raids.

The steady deterioration of the American position forced President 
Roosevelt to order MacArthur to move to Australia. On March  
12, the commander and his USAFFE staff departed Corregidor by 
submarine, leaving Wainwright in command. MacArthur left be-
hind orders that Wainwright’s men were “to fight as long as there 
remains any possibility of resistance.”

The expected Japanese attack finally began on April 3 after a 

sustained aerial and artillery bombardment. The strongest enemy 
push, spearheaded by the 4th Division and the 65th Brigade, was 
directed against Sector D on the II Corps’ left flank. The exhaust-
ed, malnourished, and dispirited defenders soon gave ground, and 
the entire line began to crumble. In 36 hours the Japanese suc-
ceeded in breaching the American line. Command and control in 
II Corps quickly broke down as troops retreated under heavy air 
attack.

The destruction of II Corps left I Corps outflanked and it too re-
treated. There was, however, little space left to retreat. General 
King, the I Corps commander, soon concluded that continued re-
sistance would endanger the hospital and service areas without 
any tactical gain, and on April 8, he resolved to surrender. King 
deliberately did not inform Wainwright, whose orders prohibited 
surrender, of his decision. King met with Maj. Gen. Kameichiro 
Nagano on April 9 to arrange terms for the whole Luzon force. 
King was unable to negotiate terms for all of the forces on Bataan, 
however, and defending units surrendered unconditionally to in-
dividual Japanese units. With Bataan completely in their hands, 
the Japanese turned their attention to Corregidor.

The fall of Bataan gave the Japanese an excellent location from 
which to shell Corregidor and a staging area for their assault on 
the island. It also left them with thousands of prisoners to move 
out of the area to clear the way for future operations. According-
ly, the weakened defenders were force-marched sixty-five miles 
north through the peninsula to Camp O’Donnell, a former Philip-
pine Army camp. About 600 Americans and between 5,000 and 
10,000 Filipinos died on what has become known as the “Bataan 
Death March.” Although extreme malnutrition, disease, and sim-
ple bad planning on the part of their captors deserve the major 
blame, the deliberate and arbitrary cruelty of some of the guards 
led to many of the deaths and immeasurably increased the suffer-
ing of those who managed to survive.
 
The forces on Corregidor Island had weathered the blockade bet-
ter than those on Bataan. They had proportionately more supplies, 
an extensive tunnel system affording protection from artillery 
and aerial bombardment, safeguards against enemy infiltrators, 
and more disease-free surroundings. Nevertheless, by April the 
defenders were also showing the effects of prolonged siege. Al-
though fortifications and gun emplacements had withstood the 
bombardment, the island’s installations in the open-such as bar-
racks, warehouses, water tanks, and the power plant-were highly 
vulnerable.

The Japanese began their final assault on Corregidor with a heavy 
artillery barrage on May 1. On the night of  May 5-6, two bat-
talions of the 61st Infantry landed on the northeast end of the 
island. Despite a strong resistance, they established a beachhead 
that was soon reinforced by tanks and artillery. Artillerymen and 
other miscellaneous Army and Navy personnel fighting as infan-
try joined the 4th Marine Regiment to meet the invasion. The 
defenders were quickly pushed back toward the island’s Malinta 
Hill stronghold where their position became untenable. President 
Roosevelt had personally authorized General Wainwright to de-
cide if or when surrender was proper. Late on 6 May, Wainwright 
broadcast a message to General Homma asking for terms.

Wainwright  tried to limit the surrender to his forces on  Corregi-
(Continued on Page  11)



Our Employee of the quarter is 
Claudia Bautista Corona. She is in 
charge of the kitchen, consistently 
preparing savory meals, always 
reliable, works extra hours when 
she is needed and much more.

Our volunteer of the quarter is 
Marianne Carlson who has served 
as Roll Call Editor and layout de-
signer since the magazine was re-
vived three years ago. She is also 
the founder of Feria Maestros del 
Arte, a yearly Mexican folk art 
show, now in its 17th year. She 
has lived at Lakeside for 20 years 
and is proud to say both her moth-
er and father were veterans.

-7-

Volunteer & employee
of the Quarter

January-to March
Auxiliary 

President’s 
Message

Happy 2018 to everyone,

It is time once again for the American 
Legion Auxiliary of Chapala to pre-
pare our annual election slate for fiscal year April 1, 2018 
through March 31, 2019. 

I would like to encourage members to sign up for a posi-
tion. You can be the new member of the Executive Board 
that brings in that one new idea to better the Auxilia-
ry, increase membership and/or participation of other 
members. Elections will be held in March. Being an of-
ficer is not time consuming and is very rewarding.

The positions to be filled are as follows:
 President
 1st Vice President
 2nd Vice President
 Treasurer
 Historian
 Chaplain
 Sergeant at Arms
 Executive Committee Woman
 2 Committee Women

The form to sign up as a candidate is posted on the Aux-
iliary bulletin board in the library of the Legion.

Currently, the Auxiliary helps support the Tepehua Sew-
ing Program that teaches indigent ladies how to sew in or-
der to help support their families. The Auxiliary also sends 
donations on a regular basis to “Pets for Vets”, a group that 
rescues appropriate dogs and trains them to be service dogs 
for disabled vets.  This includes veterans with PTSD, sev-
eral of whom have stated that their dog saved their lives.

All of this requires members and a Board of Directors to 
work together to earn the funds we donate.

PLEASE come to the Auxiliary meetings the second 
Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Here is a chance to 
get to know your fellow members, share your ideas and 
see if there is an Auxiliary position you might fit into.

Anita Wikum
President

Legion Auxililiary 
Unit #7
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Roll Call Staff
Publisher: American Legion Post #7
Editor/Computer Layout: Marianne Carlson
Proofreader: Jan Manning

Ad Sales: To Place an Ad: Contact Ricardo Thome 
Rodríguez  (332) 204-5714 cellphone, Vince Britton at 
vincebritton12@gmail.com or Marianne Carlson (376) 
765-7485, mariannecarlson@gmail.com.

All articles MUST BE submitted by the 13th day of the 
month for inclusion in the next month’s Roll Call. Send 
to mariannecarlson@gmail.com. 

Locations Where Roll Call 
is Distributed:

Ajijic
Casa del Waffle
Cugini’s Opus
Dental Express
Diane Pearl
Dona’s Donuts
Expert Dry Cleaners
Fonda Doña Lola
Intercam
LCS
Mi Mexico
Min-Wah
Perry’s Pizza
Pinturas Prisa
Simply Thai

San Antonio
iShop Mail
Licores Paz
Mario’s Restaurant
Mariscos Lety
New Look Studio
Sunrise Restaurant
Tony’s Meat Market

Chapala
American Legion
Arbol del Café
Delicias Restaurant
Ferreteria Cuevas
Viajes Ajijic

Let’s Go to the
Movies

Shape of Water Wins 
Two Golden Globes

&
Coco

Mexican filmmaker Guillermo del Toro won his first Golden 
Globe Award last night for his dark fantasy drama film The 
Shape of Water. Del Toro’s 10th feature film, described by 
critics as “a creature feature and a melodrama,” was nomi-
nated for seven Golden Globes and won two: best director 
for del Toro and best score for Anton Desplat.

Del Toro’s acceptance speech brought a moment of levity 
to the ceremony. After he offered a few words, the orches-
tra began to play him offstage. But the director was having 
none of it. “Lower the music,” he said. “It’s taken 25 years. 
Give me a minute. Give me a minute!”

What started as a reg-
ular speech of grati-
tude became an im-
passioned description 
of the job of a film-
maker: “For 25 years 
I have handcrafted 
very strange little 
tales made of motion, 
color, light and shad-
ow,” he explained. 
“In three precise in-
stances, these strange 
stories, these fables, 
have saved my life. Once with Devil’s Backbone, once with 
Pan’s Labyrinth, and now with Shape of Water, because as 
directors, these things are not just entries in a filmography. 
We have made a deal with a particularly inefficient devil 
that trades three years of our lives for one entry on IMDb. 
And these things are biography and they are alive.”

The Shape of Water was named best film at the Venice Inter-
national Film Festival in September, and some film industry 
observers have suggested an Academy Award could be next. 
The Shape of Water was released to Mexican cinemas in 
January.

Del Toro had only a few hours to enjoy his first Golden 
Globes win before learning that his latest feature film had 
earned 12 nominations at the British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts, or BAFTA.

Another “must see” 
movie is Coco. Its rich 
visual pleasures are 
matched by a thought-
ful narrative that takes 
a family-friendly -- 
and deeply affecting -- 
approach to questions 
of culture, family, life, 
and death.

This engaging Pixar 
animation plays mag-
nificently with ele-
ments of Mexican 
folklore and fine art. 
Enchanting and daz-
zling, it is a resplendent love letter to Mexico.



-9-

Soul of Mexico
By Phyllis Rauch

We know Saint Valentines as the 
day for lovers, and romance. Per-
haps you remember, as I do those 
large cardboard boxes on the teach-
er’s desk. Had the boy you liked 
slipped in a card with your name? 
Would you get as many cards as the 
other girls?

In Catholic Mexico, February 14 is 
known as El Día de la Amistad, the 
day of friendship. This appeals to 
me, feels more all-inclusive, not leaving anyone out. Ev-
erybody has a friend, right? This day has long had a totally 
different meaning for me, one that lasted for over 40 years. 
It was the date of my Austrian husband Georg’s birthday. I 
can hear his mother telling how he had been born at high 
noon, so all the lovely church bells had rung out to welcome 
him into the world.

Europe has traditionally scoffed at the way we Americans 
over-celebrate holidays. Forty years ago in Austria Moth-
er’s Day and Valentine’s Day were not commercial excuses 
for making money on cards, flowers or candy.

From our first year together, the February holiday was first 
and foremost the day to celebrate Georg. Of course, we did 
it the Austrian way. I learned to make Sachertorte, one of 
the world’s best chocolate cakes, named after the famous 
Viennese hotel. There had actually been a legal battle in the 
‘50s to determine which was the “true” Sachertorte! How 
many layers did it have and what was between each one? 
Did it include rum or not? This was a major news story, 
hotly contested and most Viennese had strong opinions on 
the topic!

I have tasted the original, and even received it a few times 
flown in from Vienna, but have no doubt that Georg’s ver-
sion, with more and thinner layers, extra apricot jam and 
rum was the best. The presentation was almost as important 
as the cake itself. We had picked up second-hand, a hand-
some, white porcelain cake stand, raised above a slim col-
umn. Its circumference was slightly larger than the finished 
cake, and a riot of flowers filled this space . . . bougainvil-
lea, hibiscus, roses, and lavender, whatever I was success-
fully growing that year.

Although I always received homemade, hand-painted birth-
day cards from Georg, I didn’t try to compete with this. In 
California, I actually found “for your Valentine’s birthday” 
cards. Whatever small gift accompanied the cake was sec-

ondary. The hours and love expended on the 11-eggs Sach-
ertorte and its decoration were the most important details 
of the day.

It stood in all its splendor, candles lit, on the dining room 
table when Georg came out for breakfast. Later in the day, 
friends would arrive to share this rich delight, and usually 
there was some left over

Did I sometimes think of the holiday I had grown up with? 
I would be lying to say I didn’t. In later years, I sometimes 
did receive from him a funny or pretty handmade card. By 
that time, though it was nice to be remembered, the day had 
come to have only one true purpose and significance. It was 
the day of Sachertorte, real whipped cream from a copper 
bowl, and flowers from the garden. It was his day alone.

The Italian Golfer
An 80-year-old Italian goes to the doctor for a 
check-up. The doctor is amazed at what good 
shape the guy is in and asks, “How do you stay 
in such great physical condition?”
 
“I’m Italian and I’m a golfer, he says, “and that’s 
why I’m in such good shape. I’m up well before 
daylight and out golfing up and down the fair-
ways. I have a glass of vino, and all is well.”
 
“Well’ says the doctor, “I’m sure that helps, but there’s got to be 
more to it. How old was your Father when he died?”
 
“Who said he was dead?” The doctor is amazed. “You mean 
you’re 80 years old and your Father’s still alive. How old is he?”
 
“He’s 100 years old. In fact, he golfed with me this morning, and 
then we went to the topless beach for a walk, and had a little vino 
and that’s why he’s still alive. He’s Italian and he’s a golfer, too.”
 
“Well,” the doctor says, “that’s great, but I’m sure there’s more 
to it than that. How about your Father’s Father? How old was he 
when he died?”
 
“Who said my Nonno’s dead?”
 
Stunned, the doctor asks, “You mean you’re 80 years old and your 
grandfather’s still living! Incredible, how old is he?”
 
“He’s 118 years old,” says the old Italian golfer.
 
The doctor is getting frustrated at this point. “So, I guess he went 
golfing with you this morning too?”

”No, Nonno couldn’t go this morning because he’s getting mar-
ried today.”

At this point the doctor is close to losing it. “Getting married? 
Why would a 118 year-old guy want to get married?”
 
”Who said he wanted to?”
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The Culture of the Sun
When the first men became 
conscious of the light that 
was emitted from the sun, and 
the relationship that exists 
between light and day; dark-
ness and night; the sun and 
the moon; they assigned them 
each values. The sun received 
the positive values: life and 
flourishing nature; the moon’s 
values were a little more negative: the world of the dead, a 
decline.

From the sun comes positive energy, and to him, Tonathiu, 
the highest honors are given in the festivals and traditions 
that come from the “life cycles” — the same cycles which 
are associated with the arrival of Spring.

In all of the pre-Colombian cultures, the sun is associated 
with the Spring rituals, when life is reborn and flourishes.  
It is also the time of year to prepare the fallow land for har-
vest.  In the Huichol pueblos, a ritual is prepared for the deer, 
which is the sun that carries light to the pueblos throughout 

the three-day celebration.

The figure of the sun is even present in the roundness of our 
Mexican tortilla, which nourishes and provides energy for 
our body. The form of the tortilla — round — and the corn 
— yellow like the sun — bring together symbolic elements 
of the positive values.

The Pre-Hispanic cultures took advantage of the light of 
the sun, converting into energy for their own bodies.  They 
would rub their hands together vigorously, and then expose 
their hands to the sun of the heavenly star for several min-
utes, sitting on the ground with their legs crossed in the lo-
tus position.

In archaeological centers across the world, it has become a 
tradition for the people to receive the equinox.  As the pyra-
mids attract energy, people arrive dressed in white, ready 
to receive the forces of the sun.  Many arrive early in the 
morning, climb the pyramids, and find a good place to re-
ceive the energy.  Some wear flower necklaces; others wear 
red handkerchiefs around their foreheads; and those who 
are the most deeply rooted in the tradition light incense and 
walk in huaraches or go barefoot along the edifying rocks.

The force of the sun cannot be diminished by anyone, not 
even by its antagonist — the moon.  If it could, life, good-
ness, and a growing and flourishing nature would all come 
to an end. Therefore, when there is a solar eclipse, indige-
nous villages come to the sun’s defense, and through dance, 
prayer, and many diverse rituals, they protect the sun from 
the moon.  The triumph comes when, according to the tra-
dition, they manage to drive away the meztli — the traitor 
moon which leaves after he is kept from eating the sun. 

The sun . . . luminous life that gives heat and is represented 
in all sorts of clay forms, copper, murals, bracelets, necklac-
es; in the treasure of Olinalá and in the belts of Quiroga . . . 
the sun, which belongs to everyone . . . the same as always.
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(Sudoku Solution on Page 31)

(Continued from Page 6)
dor, but Homma insisted that surrender include all U.S. forces 
in the islands. Convinced that the lives of the 11,000 men left 
on Corregidor would be unusually endangered, Wainwright fi-
nally capitulated. On 8 May he sent a message to General Sharp, 
commander of the Visayan-Mindanao Force, ordering him to sur-
render. Sharp complied and in turn ordered his scattered forces, 
then preparing to fight on as guerrillas, to surrender. Some units 
refused at first to comply, but one by one they followed orders. 
Many individuals, however, escaped to carry on the fight as guer-
rillas. By June 9, almost all commands had surrendered.

The valiant defense of the Philippines had several important con-
sequences. It delayed the Japanese timetable for the conquest of 
south Asia, causing them to expend far more manpower and ma-
teriel resources than anticipated. Probably of equal importance, 
the determined resistance against overwhelming odds became a 
symbol of hope for the U.S. in the early, bleak days of the war. 
When surrender came, the image of the self-proclaimed “Battling 
Bastards of Bataan” inspired the Allied troops to honor such sac-
rifices by vowing to retake the islands. MacArthur himself be-
came an important symbol of America’s pledge to return to the 
Far East.

The Philippine Islands Campaign provided the Army with its first 
extended combat experience since World War I. Routine reports 
of new enemy tactics and weaponry were not lost on the lead-
ers of the vast new American Army then being formed. Similarly, 
the stubborn defense provided important battlefield evidence of 
the effectiveness of the newer weapons available to MacArthur’s 
troops.

For all the courage and resourcefulness of the Philippine defend-
ers, their fate was sealed when the Japanese crippled the U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet at Pearl Harbor on December 7 and virtually destroyed 
U.S. air power in the Philippines a few hours later. It remains dif-
ficult even today to account for such a tremendous loss of aircraft 
on the ground a full 13 hours after the attack on Pearl Harbor. The 
devastation of the fleet left the Philippine forces isolated in the 
heart of the Japanese-dominated Pacific. With adequate air cover 
the Allies might have been able to break through the Japanese 
blockade and at least partially resupply the defenders with con-
voys from Australia. But without the fleet or covering air units, 
it was only a matter of time. Cut off from all support and heavily 
outnumbered by a determined enemy, the American and Filipino 
units faced annihilation or surrender.
 
The predictable fate of the Philippine garrison and MacArthur’s 
stature as the symbol of the resistance, however, should not ob-
scure the mistakes made in the campaign. The decision to defend 
the whole island chain was questionable from a military stand-
point. The United States was committed by mid-1941 to an At-
lantic-first strategy and could not pour into the Philippines the 
resources required to make the islands secure. The prewar Plan 
ORANGE that called for a limited defense of the strongly forti-
fied positions around Manila Bay was more in keeping with the 
global strategy adopted in 1941. MacArthur’s ambitious USAFFE 
plan and the defense measures that he and the War Department 
were able to put in place by 8 December perhaps had some value 
as a deterrent to Japanese aggression, but they were insufficient to 
meet an invasion when that deterrence failed.

The most damaging effect of MacArthur’s plan was the dispersal 
of supplies from the Bataan and Corregidor strongholds. Once 
the invasion came, the resulting chaos and the poor communica-
tions system made it impossible to re-create adequate depots to 
supply the fighting troops. Although the Philippine garrison held 
for just short of the planned six months, adequate supplies might 
have sustained a longer defense and would certainly have eased 
the suffering of the men on Bataan. Moreover, it is imperative to 
meet an invasion in the first critical hours before a beachhead is 
established, but MacArthur held his best troops, the Philippine 
Division, in reserve in the center of Luzon. The division was 
consequently unable to reach the landing sites in time to repulse 
the invaders, although it was in position to assist in the retreat to 
Bataan.

The position of MacArthur’s forces on the eve of battle suggests 
that he was in a sense trying to follow both his new defensive plan 
and Plan ORANGE. It could be argued that his orders combined 
the least compatible elements of both. But in the larger view, nei-
ther plan really held out any hope for defeating the Japanese ag-
gressors. The fact that the campaign in the Philippines showed so 
clearly that the United States was unprepared for war in Decem-
ber 1941 was perhaps its most important lesson.
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Actor Lends Support to 
Indigenous Candidate

Mexican actor Diego Luna has come out in support of in-
digenous independent candidate María de Jesús Patricio 
Martínez, better known as Marichuy, in the upcoming presi-
dential election. Luna, who was born and raised in Mexico, 
said Patricio offers an opportunity to change the political 
landscape, while urging his fellow Mexicans to participate 
in the election.

In an interview, the Rogue One: A Stars Wars Story actor 
expressed the importance of voting  and encouraged citi-
zens to reward those politicians who have done their job 
and punish those who haven’t. Many political parties invite 
actors, athletes and singers to promote their candidates.
Luna said it’s important to be involved in the process and 
not to simply have an actor or soccer player endorse a can-
didate for publicity purposes. He said he doesn’t see himself 
in that role.

Having Patricio on the ballot would add new concerns to the 
agenda, concerns to which other candidates are oblivious he 
said, such as women, the lower class and indigenous people. 
A human rights activist and traditional healer, Patricio is the 
first indigenous woman to run for president in Mexico. The 
54-year-old hails from Jalisco, and is from the Nahua tribe.

To get on the ballot for the July 1 election independent can-
didates must collect 860,000 signatures by February 19. As 
of January 20, Patricio had only 150,000 signatures, but said 
she doesn’t feel defeated by the poor showing. The route 
she and her followers are on is one that will not end in 2018, 
she said, but will continue beyond. She also pointed out that 
procedures devised by election authorities have not favored 
her campaign. Getting a signature via a cellular telephone is 
indigenous regions “is very from our reality.” The electoral 
institute developed a smartphone application for indepen-
dent candidates to obtain the signatures of their supporters.

Oaxaca is No. 5 of Places to Visit 
in 2018

In Mexico, the place to visit this year is Oaxaca, according 
to National Geographic. Ranked fifth in the publication’s 
Best Trips 2018 list, Oaxaca is the only Mexican state to be 
included.

Readers are advised that tourists are welcome more than ever 
in the color-rich Mexican state of Oaxaca, shaken by two 
powerful September earthquakes. The article then goes to 
describe the local markets found throughout the state, where 
tourists and shoppers alike can find dazzlingly vibrant wool 
rugs and other handmade textiles dyed using fruits, insects 
and other natural colorants.

The publication also remarks that more than a dozen indig-
enous groups once inhabited the southern region of Mexico 
now known as Oaxaca, making the state one of the most 
ethnically diverse in the country. In the capital city alone, 
visitors can discover the confluence of 1,500 years of his-
tory and culture.

Oaxaca’s got it all, whoever visits falls in love with it, gets 
hooked by its music, folklore, art, culture, gastronomy and 
identity . . . . Those who visit are fascinated by the 17th-cen-
tury architecture, the gardens and the shady zócalo. 

Despite the complications caused by the socio-political id-
iosyncrasies of the city and the state, National Geographic’s 
r e c o m m e n -
dation is the 
second to be 
published this 
year. Over 
the summer, 
Travel and 
Leisure mag-
azine named 
Oaxaca city 
the sixth best 
city in the world for its thriving culinary scene and cultural 
depth.
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Bat Houses are Part of
Monterrey Rescue Plan

You may wonder why, every so often, there are articles 
about bats in the Roll Call. Wonder no more — bats are 
one of my favorite animals. If you investigate them, you’ll 
find they are gentle, shy creatures that keep us all alive by 
spreading pollen and seeds. (Marianne Carlson, Editor)

“If I were to make an organization chart of the most im-
portant mammals in the world,” naturalist Rodrigo Orozco 
once told me, “I would put bats at the very top of the chart. 
Every night nectar-eating bats do the same kind of pollina-
tion work that bees do by day.

The bat population in the 
city of Monterrey used 
to be in the millions, 
but their numbers today 
are significantly lower. 
However, a non-gov-
ernmental organization 
is determined to change 
that. Biodiversidad Ur-
bana en Monterrey (Urban Biodiversity in Monterrey), or 
BUM for short, intends to install small bat houses in strate-
gic locations with a project called Bats in the City.

One of the team leaders, Nayelli Rivera Villanueva, remarks 
that the installation of the houses in urban areas does not 
pose a risk for the population because the small mammals 
do not carry rabies nor will their droppings become a health 
hazard. Rivera explained that one effect of the decline in the 
bat population is an increase in the number of insects such 
as mosquitoes that carry viral diseases including zika and 
chikungunya. The growth of urban areas, pesticides and at-
tacks on bats by people who consider them vermin are given 
as reasons for the declining bat numbers.

Starting in February, Bats in the City will install the first 
10 bat houses following a model that has already proved 
effective in revitalizing the species in the United States, 
Brazil, Spain and Italy. BUM and its initiative have earned 
the support of the international NGO The Pollination Proj-
ect, which is providing funding, the Monterrey Institute of 
Technology and Higher Studies (ITESM) and the Autono-
mous University of Nuevo León (UANL).

Rivera said Monterrey will pioneer the conservation project 
in Mexico. It is one of a select group of cities around the 
world that will participate in it. Another of the goals of Ri-
vera and partner Samantha Dalaí is to raise awareness about 
the importance of bats in pollinating plants, consuming in-
sects and spreading plant seeds.

Getting Names Right
If it seems that Hispanic people have longer names than 
their English speaking counterparts, it’s because they usual-
ly do. One extreme example is Pablo Picasso. His full name 
is Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula Juan Nepomuceno 
María de los Remedios Cipriano de la Santísima Trinidad 
Ruiz y Picasso. Hispanic names tell a story. You can learn a 
lot about a Spanish-speaker from their full name.

Hispanics usually have two last names or apellidos. The first 
surname is their father’s surname (known as the apellido 
paterno), and the second surname is their mother’s maiden 
name (apellido materno). Some examples:

Juan García Reyes or Juan García y Reyes
Carla Rodríguez Calderon/Carla Rodríguez y Calderon
Juan has a father whose surname is García and a mother 
whose maiden name is Reyes. Carla has a father whose sur-
name name is Rodríguez and a mother whose maiden name 
is Calderón. In some places a “y” is used to separate the last 
names (e.g. Carla Rodriguez y Calderón). In this way, the 
mother’s maiden name is preserved a generation longer than 
in the traditional English custom. Some English speakers 
are also adopting this concept by using the mother’s maiden 
name as a middle name for a child.

Informally Juan García Reyes would simply be addressed 
as Juan García or Señor García. Carla Rodríguez Calderón 
would simply be referred to as Carla Rodríguez or Señorita 
Rodriguez.

Many Hispanic last names are historical occupations (e.g. 
Molinero = miller or Herrero = blacksmith). Some are phys-
ical descriptions (e.g. Delgado = thin) and some are descrip-
tions of where a person was from (e.g. De La Vega = from 
the meadow). Also, many Hispanic last names end in -es or 
-ez which is a way of signifying a parent (e.g. Fernández = 
son of Fernando, Ramírez = son of Ramiro).

It us important to understand how apellidos (last names) are 
passed down through generations.  This system is not com-
plicated, however, it is far different from the system used by 
most families in the U.S. or Canada.

Here in Mexico, a child is typically given one or two first 
names.  These names function very much like the first and 
middle names used in the naming system that is typically 
used in the U.S.  For example, Ivan Miguel Rosado Rivas, 
who has two first names, and his son Ivan Rosado Méndez, 
who only has one first name.  Those individuals who have 
two first names sometimes use one or the other, or some-
times both, as the name that they go by.  For instance, Ivan 

(Continued on page 30)
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A Modest Proposal
His marriage proposal was not romantic . . . far from it . . . 
no bended knee, bouquet hidden behind his back, no velvet 
ring box, no ring at all, come to think of it. We were driving 
home from a Sunday afternoon visit to my mother in the 
care home; she had suffered a series of strokes and was un-
able to speak.

“I think your mother would like us to get 
married,” said Paul.

“I’m sure she would,” I replied.

“It’s not that I don’t want to be married 
to you,” he continued. “I just don’t want 
to go through the hassle of a wedding.”

I looked closely at him.

“Let me get this straight,” I said. “If I 
plan the entire wedding, you will show 
up.”

“I will.”

The man was obviously unaware of my 
organizational skills. Weddings can be 
complicated and pricey, but they can 
also be simple and economical. All you need is a license, a 
venue, someone to officiate, and something special to wear. 
Paul could wear my father’s tuxedo (circa 1925), I would 
don my mother’s wedding dress, a slinky navy blue frock 
cut on the bias to emphasize one’s curves.

When I showed Paul the tuxedo, he said: “Your dad must 
have been a short little guy, look at the legs.” 

“He was exactly your size.”

Paul refused to accept this reality, until I marched him to the 
local tailor’s, who had the unfortunate surname of Dickoff. 

“This is a beautiful tuxedo,” Mr. D said. “And, it fits you 
perfectly.”

“It has a button fly.”

“Zip it,” I ordered. I meant his mouth.

I booked the chapel at United College, where we had both 
been students in the 1960s, asked a friend to officiate, chose 
the best man and matron of honor, and gave their respec-
tive partners jobs: one was the chauffeur, one the photogra-
pher. In total the wedding party numbered nine, including 
us, the bride and groom. I ordered flowers from the near-
est flower shop and asked the proprietor to deliver them in 
an unmarked car so as not to alert my nosey neighbors. I 
booked a private room in a riverside restaurant and reserved 
a suite in Minaki Lodge, a secluded spot in the forests of 
northwestern Ontario. And, I asked for Friday, September 

20 off work.

No one guessed what was going 
on until my boss appeared in the 
doorway of my office two days 
before the wedding was to take 
place. “I know I said you could 
take Friday off, but something’s 
come up and you’ll have to change 
your plans.”

“Sorry,” I said. “I can’t.”

 “You’re getting married,” he 
whooped.

“Be quiet. You can’t tell a single 
soul. It’s a secret.”

I won’t bore you with the details. 
Suffice to say, I pulled this ca-
per off. We exchanged vows, we 
lunched at Dubrovnik’s where our 

waiter turned out to be a clone of Manuel from Faulty Tow-
ers, and we spent our honeymoon in the secluded hideaway, 
just us and an entire convention of insurance salesmen, one 
who turned out to be a childhood friend of Paul’s who in-
vited us to join them all for the Saturday night dinner and 
dance in the main ballroom.

It’s been over 30 years since I accepted his modest marriage 
proposal. Minaki Lodge burned to the ground, my father’s 
tuxedo and my mother’s gown are on display in the Mor-
ris Museum, and our wedding party have scattered across 
the continent. We are still married, proof that it’s not how 
romantic the proposal is that predicts success, but how well 
the bride can take charge. Thirty-two years later, I’m still 
planning the events of our lives and my husband is still 
showing up like the good sport he is now and always was. 

Happy Valentine’s Day. 
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Free Minds and Hearts at Work
By Jackie Robinson

At the beginning of the World Series of 1947, I experienced 
a completely new emotion, when the National Anthem was 
played. This time, I thought, it is being played for me, as 
much as for anyone else. This is organized major league 
baseball, and I am standing here with all the others; and 
everything that takes place includes me.

About a year later, I went to Atlanta, Georgia, to play in an 
exhibition game. On the field, for the first time in Atlanta, 
there were Negroes and whites. Other Negroes, besides me. 
And I thought: What I have always believed has come to 
be.

And what is it that I have always believed? First, that imper-
fections are human. But that wherever human beings were 
given room to breathe and time to think, those imperfections 
would disappear, no matter how slowly. I do not believe 
that we have found or even approached perfection. That is 
not necessarily in the scheme of human events. Handicaps, 
stumbling blocks, prejudices — all of these are imperfect. 
Yet, they have to be reckoned with because they are in the 
scheme of human events.

Whatever obstacles I found made me fight all the harder. 
But it would have been impossible for me to fight at all, 
except that I was sustained by the personal and deep-rooted 
belief that my fight had a chance. It had a chance because 
it took place in a free society. Not once was I forced to face 
and fight an immovable object. Not once was the situation 
so cast-iron rigid that I had no chance at all. Free minds and 
human hearts were at work all around me; and so there was 
the probability of improvement. I look at my children now, 
and know that I must still prepare them to meet obstacles 
and prejudices.

But I can tell them, too, that they will never face some of 
these prejudices because other people have gone before 
them. And to myself I can say that, because progress is unal-
terable, many of today’s dogmas will have vanished by the 
time they grow into adults. I can say to my children: There 
is a chance for you. No guarantee, but a chance.

And this chance has come to be, because there is nothing 
static with free people. There is no Middle Ages logic so 
strong that it can stop the human tide from flowing forward. 

I do not believe that every 
person, in every walk of 
life, can succeed in spite 
of any handicap. That 
would be perfection. But 
I do believe — and with 
every fiber in me — that 
what I was able to attain 
came to be because we 
put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the 
past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the 
greatness of tomorrow.

I believe in the human race. I believe in the warm heart. 
I believe in man’s integrity. I believe in the goodness of a 
free society. And I believe that the society can remain good 
only as long as we are willing to fight for it — and to fight 
against whatever imperfections may exist.

My fight was against the barriers that kept Negroes out of 
baseball. This was the area where I found imperfection, and 
where I was best able to fight. And I fought because I knew 
it was not doomed to be a losing fight. It couldn’t be a losing 
fight-not when it took place in a free society.

And in the largest sense, I believe that what I did was done 
for me. And that what was done for me must and will be 
done for others.

In 1947, Jackie Robinson pioneered the integration of 
American professional atheletics by becoming the first 
black player in Major League Baseball.
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How Do You Milk a Sea Snail?
By Susa Silvermarie

Purpura Panza lives in a handsome shell found only in a 
few deep bays along the rocky coastline in Oaxaca Mexi-
co. Each October, for centuries, shell dyers from Pinotepa 
de Don Luis have headed down the coast in groups of five 
or six, walking eight days, until coming to the shoreline 
where these mollusks live. While milking the sea snail, the 
dyer carries a skein of hand-
spun cotton thread wrapped 
around his forearm. When he 
applies gentle pressure on the 
foot of the Purpura, the mol-
lusk releases a milky white liq-
uid. Dabbed onto the skein of 
thread, it dyes the cotton a cov-
eted purple hue. The dyer then 
replaces the shell in a protected 
crevice, where it will reattach 
and continue its life cycle.

Although the Purpura is endangered by poaching, the Mix-
tec dyers’ deep understanding of its ways have kept the spe-
cies alive. They only milk large, mature shells, for example, 
and they know that Purpura will regenerate its ink within 
one moon cycle, and so return to a given cove at most once 
every month during the dyeing season. The work, handed 
down as a family tradition to the men of the village, pre-
serves a pre-Hispanic practice. It is difficult work due to 
the dangers of the sea, and it takes the milking of 300-400 
snails to dye one skein of thread, spun by the women of the 
village. 

The dyed skeins 
are then returned to 
the village women 
to use in weav-
ing and designing 
an array of unique 
clothing and tex-
tile art. Though 
western scientists 
have named it Pur-
pura pansa, the Mixtec call this animal Tucohoyi Tixinda, 
and therefore the women have named their weaving coop-
erative Tixinda. Over sixty women are passing down the 
3,000-year-old tradition of spinning and weaving with the 
tixinda-dyed thread. It takes about two weeks of preparation 
and spinning to produce one kilo of cotton thread, and it 
requires approximately three months to weave a traditional 
huípil, using four kilos of dyed thread. 
In November 2017, the 16th annual Feria de Maestros del 

Arte in Chapala fea-
tured stunning tex-
tiles from the Tixinda 
Weaving Cooperative 
also known as Dream-
weavers. The Feria 
also showcased a fasci-
nating video presenta-
tion on the process of 
extracting the tixinda 
dye. Because of the Fe-
ria, we in this area have 
learned that the Coop-
erative is looking for 
our support. 

The women want to keep weaving and spinning in their own 
homes, rather than being forced to clean in someone else’s 
instead. Dreamweavers will be returning to the 2018 Fe-
ria Maestros del Arte in hopes of raising enough money to 
fund a project to physically guard the seaside area where 
the snails live. When you attend the Feria next November, 
please consider helping to sustain the Purpura Pansa and 
the Tixinda Weaving Cooperative. All purchases and dona-
tions are tax deductible, and will help preserve this amazing 
and ancient collaboration between human beings and the 
natural world. 

For more information on Dreamweavers, please contact 
Patrice Perillie: US (646)290 5544 Mexico (954)102-1792, 
mexicandreamweavers@hotmail.com or go to Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/Dreamweavers-Weaving-Exhibi-
tion-and-Sale-1454208368125217/
or www.laabogadadelpueblo.org/pdfs/tixinda.pdf

Mexican Proverbs
Cuando el río suena es que agua lleva. 
When the river makes noise, it’s carrying water.
Where there’s smoke, there’s fire.

Al mal tiempo, buena cara.
Put a good face to the bad times.
Be positive.

El que mucho abarca, poco aprieta.
He who wants to hold everything holds nothing.
Do not spread yourself too thin.

A fuerza, ni los zapatos entran.
You can’t force your shoes to fit.  
You can’t force your way into anything.

Más vale tarde que nunca. 
Better late than never.
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17th-Century Chiapas Church
Being Restored

The major restora-
tion of a 17th-cen-
tury Dominican 
church in Chiapas 
will result in a 
new cultural cen-
ter and symbol for 
the town of Chiapa 
de Corzo. Located 
atop St. Gregory 
hill, the Catholic temple dedicated to the town’s patron St. 
Sebastian Martyr has lost its ceiling and some of its walls.

Built in the 1700s, its mudéjar architectural style sets it 
apart from other temples built in the state. At the end of that 
century it began to fall in disuse, after which it was then 
abandoned as deterioration set in.

Several earthquakes did further damage, the strongest of 
which took place in 1911. The “final blow” was a sudden 
and strong rainfall in 1993. The structure became known to 
locals as the “St. Sebastian ruins.”

Some repair work 
has been done 
since 2006, but 
until now no full 
restoration had 
been announced.

The president of 
the Chiapa de Cor-
zo Tangible and 
Intangible Heri-
tage Safeguard 
Observatory said 
the restoration will 
be a thorough and 
complete process 
carried out by the 
National Institute 
of Anthropology and History (INAH).
Mario Nandayapa also described the restoration as “neces-
sary and pressing, as [the temple] is a sign of identity” for 
the people of Chiapa de Corzo.

Despite its current condition, St. Sebastian is still at the cen-
ter of the town’s traditions, a reason why INAH decided to 
take responsibility for the structure — and its restoration 
— and repurpose it as a cultural center.

An atrium beside the main temple was dedicated to the Vir-
gin of Guadalupe during the 20th century, and it attracts 
pilgrims every year during its December celebrations.

Townspeople celebrate their saint on January 20, the “Fi-
esta de Enero,” when locals take turns to host their sacred 
image in their homes, but the biggest celebrations are still 
held on the temple
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Crossword Solution on Page 31



(Schedule is subject to change)

FEBRUARY
5 Monday Mexican Constitution Day: Kitchen closed, bar opens 12 p.m.
8 Wednesday Auxiliary Meetings: E-Board 10:30 a.m.; General 11 a.m.
13 Tuesday Legion Meetings: E-Board 10 p.m.; General 11 p.m
27 Tuesday FMC: 10:30 a.m.

MARCH
8 Thursday Auxiliary Meeting:  E-board 10:30 a.m. – General & ELECTIONS 11 a.m.
13 Tuesday Legion Meetings: E-board 10 a.m. – General 11:00 am
17 Saturday St. Patricks Day: See ad in Centerfold
21 Wednesday Benito Juárez’s Birthday Memorial: National Holiday (Kitchen closed. Bar open 12 pm)
27 Tuesday FMC: 10:30 am

Weekly Activities
 Happy Hour Bar opens at noon daily. Happy Hour is from 3-6 p.m. There is NO Happy Hour during events
  Wednesday, Bridge 1-5 p.m.
  Friday - AA meeting 10 a.m.
 Saturday - Tex-Mex Tacos: 3 to 6 p.m.
 Sunday - Kitchen closed. Grilled hamburgers & hotdogs, 12-3 p.m.
     
 

Other Information
• The Post Commander is available at the Legion on Tuesdays & the Auxiliary President on Thursdays.
•   Monday to Friday - Duty Officer, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
•    Wednesday & Sunday - Adjutant’s Days Off
• If you do not have a copy of your DD214 on file with the Legion, please turn one in to the Post Adjutant or Duty Officer.
• The Legion has a library that loans out books to our members.

There will be no activity at the Legion that has not been authorized by Post Adjutant 
Vince Britton, 331-358-8944, 

vincebritton12@gmail.com
-27-

Pies are available for purchase
from the Restaurant

even on Saturday and Sunday. 
Remember — the Post #7 won 

the Lakeside Competition 
for the best desserts in 2016.
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Borbála
Fiction by James Tipton

Borbála Bela was a beautiful little girl growing up in her vil-
lage in rural Hungary. She rose early and she worked hard, 
holding to the path of duty to help her poor family. But it 
was a shock when, at age 13, she began to develop not only 
breasts but also a beard — and a heavy one at that — due to 
some mischief of nature manifesting itself in her otherwise 
maidenly body.

One of five hungry daughters, 
her father sold her for what must 
have seemed to him to be a small 
fortune to The Vogel Traveling 
Extravaganza, one of the hun-
dreds of tiny circuses that wan-
dered over Europe and Russia 
not much more than a century 
ago. Billed as Borbála the Hun, 
she was forced, even in winter, to 
wear a risqué two-piece bathing 
suit not only to titillate the men 
but to demonstrate beyond doubt 
that indeed she was a woman. 
Each afternoon she would lean 
out over the male citizenry while 
the barker tugged hard at her 
beard, now some 10 inches in 
length. 

Around the time of Borbála’s 
birth, a young boy whose des-
tiny was to become The Great 
Gottlieb was born in rural Germany, son of the local bar-
ber. Helmut Gottlieb.  At only eight, he was blessed with 
strength, carrying with ease a calf across his shoulders, or 
pulling a wagon heavy with hay, up the hill into town. By 
the age of 15, Helmut, with his father’s blessing, joined The 
Vogel Traveling Extravaganza.

Helmut always arrived just ahead of the circus to paste up 
posters and pass out flyers. Then, to the delight of the town, 
he would put a rope between his teeth and pull a wagon, 
filled with children, to the circus site. In every town, he 
looked without success for a beautiful woman to call his 
own. 

Borbála was only a sideshow attraction, and, in fact, she 
spent most of her time peeling vegetables and washing dish-
es. But after the trapeze act, after the dancing bear, after 
the dogs jumping through circles of fire, after the clowns, 
young Helmut strode forth, the Main Attraction, toward the 

center of the large ring, towing behind him a cannon. Two 
assistants followed pulling a wooden cart that carried a 200 
pound cannon ball. Helmut tamped down the powder in the 
cannon with a long pole wrapped at the end in colorful cot-
ton batting, and then he casually lifted the heavy ball, car-
ried it to the cannon, held it up above his head to amaze the 
anxious crowd, and dropped it down the cannon’s mouth. 

He then walked backward to the performer’s entrance and 
took a solemn bow. One of the assistants took a torch, 
touched it to the cannon, and out flew the ball, which Helmut 

always managed to catch, gracefully, 
in his bare hands.  

Helmut liked to see the bearded lady 
Borbála several times a week, al-
though he knew she was embarrassed 
in her immodest attire. He thought to 
himself, though, that Borbála had at 
least the figure of the bareback prin-
cess who each afternoon, balanced 
on one foot, rode a horse around and 
around the circle. 

Borbála, whose dreams were shat-
tered the same year she became 
a woman, thought no decent man 
would ever look at her, and certainly 
not The Great Gottlieb, the handsome 
Helmut, the hero of the circus. 

One summer night while Vogel was 
overseeing the set-up of the big tent 
a wooden platform fell against him 

and a rusty nail punctured his thigh. Infection set in, spread, 
and two weeks later his leg was amputated. The infection 
continued to spread and in another week Vogel was dead. 
His young son became the new owner; and this demanding 
son desired beyond measure, the body of the bearded lady. 
One evening, with Helmet in hearing range, young Vogel 
ordered Borbála to later come to his tent. He said he could 
throw a towel over her face.

Helmut stepped into the light and knocked him unconscious. 
With a sobbing Borbála in hand, they fled into the night. 
Two weeks later they were wed, Helmut’s father arrived, 
carrying with him a magic razor made by good witches in 
the Black Forest. Where this razor was used, hair would 
never grow again. 

As his father shaved off Borbála’s beard, Helmut looked at 
her face, a face not seen since she was a girl. It was the face 
of the woman he had always wanted to find, and to Helmut, 
the face of the most beautiful woman in the world.
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The Barber’s Painting
by Arnt Thorkelson

In our lives we accumulate a 
lot of things, commonly called 
“stuff”. Some is important, but 
most is not. As we get older, 
some of us can become very 
possessive about our “stuff”, 
and when we pass this world, 
we want to take it with us. But, 
have you ever seen a hearse 
pulling a U-Haul?

My oldest brother went to the 
same barber in Seattle for years. 
One day after returning from 
his attorney and completing his 
will, he told the cantankerous and ornery old Norwegian 
barber that he was leaving everything to his son and step-
daughter. The barber replied that he himself was not leaving 
anything to anyone, and then  pointed to an old painting  
hanging on the wall and said, “that is the only thing I want 
to take with me to the grave”

Some years passed and the old barber died. The barber’s 
niece was the executor of the will, and when she went to 
see the mortician at Wiggins and Sons in the Ballard area 
of Seattle, bringing with her the old painting that had been 
hanging on the wall of the barber shop, she explained  to the 
funeral director that the will stated that the barber wished to 
be buried with the painting.
The funeral director, being used  to unusual burial requests, 
looked at the painting and said, “The painting is too large 
to fit in the casket so I will have to take it apart so it will 
fit”. As he pulled the paper off the back, $100 bills fell on 
the floor. The director rolled up the painting and frame and 
placed all in the casket. When he was done he said to the 
barber’s niece, “The will only specifies the painting, so 
what is on the floor is yours.”

The moral of the story. . . you can try and take it with you!



Consulate Visit Dates for 2018
2018 consulate visit dates are: 

[The 2nd Wednesday of each month]
9:30 to 10:00 a.m. 

February 14
March 14 
April 11
May 9 

June 13
July 11

August 8
September 12

October 10
November 14
December 13 
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(Continued from Page 13)

Miguel Rosado Rivas may be called Ivan, Miguel, or Ivan 
Miguel, by his family and friends.

In addition to the first name(s), a person is given two apelli-
dos (last names).  In the cases above the apellidos are Rosa-
do Rivas and Rosdao Méndez, respectively.  The first of the 
two apellidos is the father´s first apellido, and the second of 
the two apellidos is the mother´s first apellido.  Therefore, 
Ivan Rosado Mendez inherited the apellido Rosado from 
his father, Ivan Miguel Rosado Rivas, and the apellido Mé-
ndez  from his mother Rosa Eugenia Méndez Vales.

This naming system allows the father´s apellido to exist for 
at least two generations, if it is passed through a daughter, 
or indefinitely if passed through successive sons.

One other important aspect of the Mexican naming system 
is the way in which apellidos are exchanged through mar-
riage. Usually the wife will drop her second apellido and re-
place it with her husband´s first apellido.  Also, sometimes 
they will insert a “de” in front of the husband´s first apel-
lido before it replaces the wife´s second apellido.  Hilda Ri-
vas Aguilar — after marriage to her husband Ivan Rosado 
Nuñez, she can be known as Hilda Rivas Rosado or Hilda 
Rivas de Rosado.

Spanish Titles: Note: In the past the term Señorito (Srto.) 
was used for a young, unmarried man. Now it’s a pejorative 
term referring to a spoiled, rich kid. Spanish titles are very 
similar to English with one exception. Don is used as sign of 
respect for an important or wealthy man. This loosely trans-
lates to “Sir” in English. The female equivalent is doña.

English: Spanish: Abbreviation
Mr.           señor Sr. 
Mrs. señora Sra.
Ms. señorita Srta.
Sir don D.
Lady doña Dña.
Dr. doctor(-a) Dr. / Dra.

Notice that Spanish titles are not capitalized but their ab-
breviations are.

Spanish Nicknames: Just as in English, many Span-
ish speakers receive nicknames (whether they want them 
or not). Some people are given nicknames (or “apodos”) 
based on ancestry (e.g. Chino = “Chinese guy,” Ruso = 
“the Russian”), or personal characteristics (e.g. Gusano = 
“the worm,” Maquina = “the machine,” Clavo = “nail”). In 
Sandra Cisneros’ book, Caramelo, a character is nicknamed 
“Reloj” because one arm is longer than the other.

Note: “Tito” is a popular nickname for names ending in “-
erto” (e.g. Alberto, Humberto, Norberto, Roberto, etc.).

Some nicknames are just variations or abbreviations of giv-
en names. Some common nicknames:

Name: Nickname:
Adolfo Fito
Alicia Licha
Antonio Toño
Concepción Concha
Dolores Lola
Eduardo  Lalo
Francisca Paca
Francisco Paco
Ignacio Nacho
Jesús  Chuy
José Pepe, Chepe
Josefa Pepa
Rosario Char
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Sudoku Solution
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Chocolate Makers Win at
International Event

Mexican chocolate makers shared the three top spots with 
their counterparts from Costa Rica and Nicaragua in a com-
petition organized by the International Chocolate Awards. 
Chocolatiers from Costa Rica were the undisputed victors in 
the first Central American Support Competition, winning a 
total of 23 medals. Producers from Mexico and Nicaragua 
earned 17 medals, respectively.

Tabasco-based Chocolates Wolter Hacienda La Luz was the 
top Mexican participant, taking home 10 medals, two of 
which were gold. Wolter’s winning products were its Quet-
zalli Habanero 47% and café bonbon products.

Another winner was Kakaw Museo of Chiapas, which uses 
cacao beans from producers in southeastern Mexico. It won 
six medals, one of them gold for its Xocolate Chiapas Soco-
nusco bar. The San Cristóbal de las Casas firm was awarded 
three silver medals for three Xocolate Chiapas bars. The third 
Mexican winner was Tapachula-based Matka Chocolate, 
which won six silver medals.

Mesoamerican chocolates come from good genes, history 
and cultural legacy, as was demonstrated by the prizes earned 
in the first regional competition. The winners earned greater 
visibility and international prestige through the event.

The competition was organized by the International Choco-
late Awards in coordination with Lutheran World Relief and 
the Regional Cacao Móvil project, funded by the Cooperación 
Suiza en América Central and held in partnership with CU-
NAKakaw, a brand of chocolate created by a cooperative of 
16 Central American and Mexican chocolate companies. The 
event was held in Nicaragua and was created to recognize the 
tradition and culture of chocolate and cacao over thousands 
of years in the historical Mesoamerica region.

Unlike typical chocolate bars, Mexican 
chocolate is a tad rough and a bit gritty and 
not often eaten whole. It is usually melted in 
water or milk to make Mexican hot drinks, 
or used to bring authentic flavor to mole 
sauce.

Flavored with cinnamon, almonds, vanilla, 
and sometimes chile, this sweet chocolate 
is available in Latin markets or in the Latin 
food aisle. Here are a few seductive chocolate recipes made with 
authentic Mexican tradition.

CHAMPURRADO
(CHOCOLATE ATOLE)

Ingredients:
3 cups of water
2 cinnamon sticks
1 anise star
¼ cup masa harina
2 cups milk
½ disk Mexican chocolate, 
chopped (Abuelita or Ibarra 
chocolate)
3 ounces piloncillo, chopped or 1/2 cup packed brown 
sugar

Directions:
In a large saucepan boil water with the two cinnamon sticks 
and anise star. Remove from the heat, cover and let the cin-
namon sticks and anise star steep for about 1 hour. Remove 
the cinnamon sticks and anise star, return to low heat and 
slowly add the masa harina to the warm water, whisking 
until combined. Add milk, chocolate, and piloncillo.

Heat over medium heat just until boiling; reduce heat. Sim-
mer, uncovered, about 10 minutes or until chocolate is com-
pletely melted and sugar is dissolved, whisking occasion-
ally. Serve immediately.

MEXICAN CHOCOLATE LAVA MUFFINS

Ingredients:
2 tablets Mexican chocolate (recommend Abuelita)
1 stick butter
1/2 t vanilla extract
1/2 cup sugar
3 T all-purpose flour
1/4 t salt
4 eggs
Butter (to coat muffin tin)
1 T cocoa powder (for dusting muffin tin)
¼ t ground cinnamon (for dusting muffin tin)

Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. Place a double boiler or 
a small metal bowl over a saucepan with simmering water. 
Melt the Mexican chocolate and butter in the bowl. Stir in 
vanilla. Once incorporated and melted turn off heat.

In a large mixing bowl, sift sugar, flour, and salt. Add warm 
chocolate and mix well with electric mixer. Add eggs one 
at a time, fully incorporating each egg before adding the 
next. Beat at high speed until batter is creamy and lightens 
in color, approximately 4 minutes. Chill mixture.

(Continued on Next Page)
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(Continued from Previous Page)
Coat the muffin tin with 
butter. Dust with the 
cocoa powder and cin-
namon and shake out 
excess. Ladle a ½ cup of 
mixture into each muffin 
pan.

Bake for 10 to 11 min-
utes. Outsides should be 
cake-like and centers should be gooey. Sprinkle with pow-
dered sugar or top with a scoop of vanilla ice cream or whip 
cream.

Tip: Be careful not to over or under-bake these. The top and 
sides should definitely feel cooked, and just slightly jiggly. 
Resist the urge to leave them in a few extra minutes, as they 
will just turn into fully-cooked cakes.

MEXICAN CHOCOLATE KAHLUA 
CHEESECAKE

Ingredients/Cheesecake:
12 ounce ginger snaps, 
finely crushed
6 ounces unsalted butter, 
melted
3/4 cup granulated sugar
2 T all-purpose flour
1/2 t ground nutmeg
1/4 t salt
3 (8-ounce) packages 
cream cheese, room tem-
perature
1 t vanilla extract
4 eggs
1 cup cream
1/2 cup milk
¼ cup Kahlua
3 tablets Mexican chocolate, melted

Mexican Chocolate Sauce:
1/4 cup heavy whipping cream
1 ounce tablet Mexican chocolate, roughly chopped
1 T unsalted butter
3 T unsweetened cocoa powder (optional for thicker choco-
late)
1/4 t vanilla extract
1/4 t ground cinnamon
2 T coffee flavored liqueur (optional)

Directions to Make Crust:
Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. Assemble a 9-inch spring-

form pan with the raised side of the bottom facing down. 
Place gingersnaps in food processor and process until fine 
crumbs form. Move ginger crumbs to small bowl and add 
melted butter. Press mixture into bottom of springform pan. 
Place pan on a rimmed baking sheet; bake 10 minutes, and 
set aside.

To Make Filling:
In a large bowl, mix sugar, flour, nutmeg, salt, and cream 
cheese. Add vanilla and mix 1 minute. Add eggs to cream 
cheese mixture, one at a time. Add cream, milk, Kahlua, and 
melted chocolate; blend until smooth, scraping down sides 
of bowl as needed.

Pour filling onto crust, and bake just until set, 1 hour. Turn 
oven off, and let cheesecake sit 1 hour in oven, without 
opening (this helps prevent cracking).

Run a thin knife around the edge of the pan (this helps pre-
vent cracking, too); leave in pan, and cool completely on 
wire rack. Cover loosely and refrigerate, at least 6 hours, 
preferably overnight so the flavors have time to blend and 
the texture becomes nice and firm. Unmold cheesecake. As 
an option drizzle some Mexican Chocolate Sauce over each 
slice.

To make Chocolate Sauce:
Heat 1/2 cup cream in a heavy saucepan over medium heat 
until cream comes to a low boil. Remove the pan from the 
heat and add Mexican chocolate. Let chocolate sit in the hot 
cream 3 to 5 minutes to soften, and then whisk chocolate 
together with the cream. 

Stir in butter, cocoa powder (optional), vanilla, cinnamon, 
and liqueur (optional). If chocolate becomes too thick, stir 
in more cream, 1 tablespoon at a time, to desired consis-
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A Jellyfish BAD Day
This is even funnier when you realize it’s real! Next time 
you have a bad day, think of this guy.

Bob is a commercial saturation diver for Global Divers 
in Louisiana. He performs underwater repairs on offshore 
drilling rigs. Below is an E-mail he sent to his sister. She 
then sent it to radio station 103 .5 on FM dial in Indiana, 
who was sponsoring a worst job experience contest. Need-
less to say, she won.

Hi Sharon,

Just another note from your bottom-dwelling brother. Last 
week I had a bad day at the office. I know you’ve been feel-
ing down lately at work, so I thought I would share my di-
lemma with you to make you realize it’s not so bad after 
all.

Before I can tell you what happened to me, I first must bore 
you with a few technicalities of my job. As you know, my 
office lies at the bottom of the sea. I wear a suit to the office. 
It’s a wet suit. This time of year the water is quite cool. So 
what we do to keep warm is this: We have a diesel pow-
ered industrial water heater. This $20,000 piece of equip-
ment sucks the water out of the sea. It heats it to a delightful 
temperature. It then pumps it down to the diver through a 
garden hose, which is taped to the air hose. Now this sounds 
like a darn good plan, and I’ve used it several times with no 
complaints.

What I do, when I get to the bottom and start working, is 
take the hose and stuff it down the back of my wet suit. This 
floods my whole suit with warm water. It’s like working in a 
Jacuzzi. Everything was going well until all of a sudden, my 
arse started to itch. So, of course, I scratched it. This only 
made things worse.

Within a few seconds my butt started to burn. I pulled the 
hose out from my back, but the damage was done. In agony 
I realized what had happened. The hot water machine had 
sucked up a jellyfish and pumped it into my suit. Now, since 
I don’t have any hair on my back, the jellyfish couldn’t stick 
to it, however, the crack of my arse was not as fortunate. 
When I scratched what I thought was an itch, I was actually 
grinding the jellyfish into the crack.

I informed the dive supervisor of my dilemma over the com-
municator. His instructions were unclear due to the fact that 
he, along with five other divers, were all laughing hysteri-
cally. Needless to say, I aborted the dive. I was instructed to 
make three agonizing in-water decompression stops totaling 
35 minutes before I could reach the surface to begin my 

chamber dry decompression.

When I arrived at the surface, I was wearing nothing but my 
brass helmet. As I climbed out of the water, the medic, with 
tears of laughter running down his face, handed me a tube of 
cream and told me to rub it on my arse as soon as I got in the 
chamber. The cream put the fire out, but I couldn’t relieve 
myself for two days because my arse was swollen shut.     

So, next time you’re having a bad day at work, think about 
how much worse it would be if you had a jellyfish bad day.

Now repeat to yourself, ‘I love my job, I love my job, I love 
my job. Whenever you have a bad day, ask yourself, is this 
a jellyfish bad day? 
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Expats: Safeguard Visa Status 
When Leaving Mexico!

Dale Hoyt Palfrey - The Guadalajara Reporter, 
April 25, 2017

 
Foreign citizens who have jumped 
through all the bureaucratic hoops 
required to obtain residency visas 
in Mexico may run the risk of los-
ing that legal status whenever they 
venture out for travel beyond the 
country’s borders.

Officials from the Instituto Nacional 
de Migration (INM) issued a warning 
to that effect during a conference di-
rected to a large crowd of expats on 
April 11 at the Lake Chapala Shrine 
Club.

All it takes is a seemingly minor clerical error commit-
ted when going through immigration stations at border 
crossings and international airports to end up getting 
automatically switched from Residente Temporal (RT) 
or Residente Permanente (RP) status to a visitor permit 
good for a maximum of 180 days.

According to INM’s Chapala office chief Guillermina Cor-
tés, at least a dozen lakeside area immigrants have lost their 
residency visas due to paperwork glitches when returning to 
Mexico from trips abroad. Essentially the problem stems 
from errors in processing the Forma Migratoria Mul-
tiple (FMM), a standard form that must be submitted 
individually by all foreigners entering and exiting Mex-
ico.

For tourists traveling beyond the border zone, the two-
part FMM serves as their official visitor permit. The 
larger top portion is stamped and collected by immigra-
tion officers upon entry to the country, with the lower 
segment handed back upon departure.

In contrast, as an RT or RP visa holder, any time you fly 
out of Mexico you will have to fill out an FMM and give 
it to the airline carrier to be attached to your boarding 
pass. The shorter lower segment of the form will be col-
lected at the INM desk prior to entering the boarding 
area.

The trickier part is how the FMM is handled when re-
entering Mexico. Airline personnel usually hand out the 
forms on board the incoming flight. Residentes fill in the 
information boxes in the top portion of the form, includ-
ing noting Mexico as country of residence (box #7), the 
number shown on the back of the INM green card (box 
#8), checking otro/other for purpose of trip (box #9).

Cortés also recommends adding the hand-written no-
tation Residente Permanente or Residente Temporal 
across the top of the form and detaching the lower por-

tion of form that is meant to be kept 
only by persons coming into the 
country as visitors.

Once off the plane, pay close atten-
tion as you go through the immigra-
tion filter. First of all show the of-
ficial your INM resident green card 
and passport and verbally state “soy 
residente.” Then hand over only the 
top portion of the FMM.

Cooperate if the official on duty in-
sists that you fill out both segments of the form, but make 
sure that the gray areas designated for Uso Oficial are 
filled out properly before leaving the immigration desk. 
If there is a check mark in the section labeled Estancia 
Maxima 180 days you will be registered as a visitor in 
the INM data base, automatically losing your resident 
status. In that case, stand your ground to see that the 
mistake is corrected and the section below, titled “Uni-
camente Para Efectos Estadisticos,” is checked off in the 
box labeled Tarjeta Permanente Temporal. Resident im-
migrants should follow the same procedures when leav-
ing and entering the country by land or sea.

Guillermina Cortés also pointed out that RP and RT hold-
ers are not subject to paying any processing fees to air-
line companies or immigration checkpoints since they 
have already paid the requisite taxes for obtaining their 
visas.
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Monday-Friday:  9 a.m. to 3 p.m. full menu including breakfast        Saturday: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.    Sunday: Closed
Monday-Friday:  3 to 5 p.m. limited menu

2 eggs $66
2-egg omelette $66
3-egg omelette $72
Chilaquiles w/beans $58

w/egg $64

Enchiladas Suizas (4) $72
Huevos Rancheros $59

w/meat $65
McLegion sandwich $40
McLegion sandwich w/cheese $46

Build your own Omelette with your choice of one meat (bacon, ham, or sausage) plus cheese 
(American, cheddar or gouda), onion, spinach, bell pepper, and mushrooms.

BREAKFAST (Served all day) Prices are in Mexican pesos
Your choice of ham, bacon, sausage, hash browns, home fries, grits or frijoles, toast, biscuit, tortilla (corn/flour).Substitute fruit add $10.

One egg $13
One hotcake $18
Toast or biscuit $18
Hashbrowns, home fries, grits $18
Bacon, sausage or ham $26
Oatmeal & toast $33
Croissant $40
Fruit & yogurt $55
Waffle $28

Á LA CARTE
Waffle w/fruit & whipped cream $61
French toast $45

w/meat $60
Two (2) biscuits & sausage gravy $50
   ½ order $40
Breakfast burritos with frijoles $44

w/sausage or bacon $51
Two (2) quesadillas $28

w/meat $35
LUNCH & AFTERNOON FARE (served after 12 noon

TOASTED SANDWICHES
Club $72
Bacon lettuce & tomato $58
Grilled cheese $50
Grilled ham & cheese $60

Jumbo Croissant Sandwiches $75
Your choice of tuna, chicken or egg salad, ham & cheese, with or without lettuce & tomato or vegetarian with avocado, sprouts & cheese.

Served with potato chips, vegetable sticks. Substitute French fries add $10
SANDWICHES
Tuna salad $59
Chicken salad $59
Egg salad $59
Ham & cheese $59
½ Sandwich & cup of homemade soup $59
½ Sandwich with green salad $59FROM THE GRILL (Served with chips. French fries add $12)

Hamburger $59
Cheeseburger $66
Bacon cheeseburger $73
Grilled chicken sandwich $59
   w/cheese or bacon $66
Veggie burger $55
Jumbo hot dog $59

w/cheese, chili or sauerkraut $66
Fish sandwich $60

ENTREES

Ground beef steak w/onions & gravy $89
Chicken fried steak w/onions & gravy $89

SOUP OF THE DAY & SANDWICHES
Bowl of soup $45
Cup of soup $33
Chef salad $80
Green salad $30
Green salad w/grilled chicken $83
Green salad w/chicken & cheese $90
SIDES
Mashed potatoes $20
Baked potato $35
French fries $35
Chili-cheese fries $55
Potato salad (when available) $30
PASTA (served with salad or steamed veggies & garlic bread)
Marinara Sauce $72
Spaghetti w/meatballs or sausage $94
Chicken Parmesan $100

Served w/your choice: small baked potato, or French fries & 
choice of steamed veggies or garden salad. 

Restaurant Hours:

BEVERAGES
Coffee $20
Milk or Tea $20
Juice large $30
Juice small  $20
Hot chocolate $26
Soda $20

*10% Member Discount (must show membership card 
- see Duty Officer about membership options)

Ask the Waiter About Daily HOMEMADE PIES
and frozen meals to go

All prices include mandatory IVA. The American Legion Post #7 thanks you for dining with us

WEEKLY SPECIALS
MONDAY: Chili Relleno w/Cheese Enchilada or Crispy Beef Taco  $78
TUESDAY: Filet mignon $130
WEDNESDAY: Lasagna (meat or vegetable) $73
THURSDAY: Chicken Cordon Bleu $85
FRIDAY: Fish Veracruz (breaded or garlic) $785
SATURDAY: Tex-Mex Tacos on patio - 3 to 6 p.m.
SUNDAY: Grilled hamburgers & hotdogs on patio - 12 to 3 p.m.

SENOR SPECIAL $35
1 egg, 1 hotcake or biscuit, 1 sausage or bacon






